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ENGLISH AS THE INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGE OF RESEARCH  

 

Sajjad Ahmed 

Research Scholar, Ph.D in English 

 

The annual world output of research papers and scholarly articles is large and 

increasing, and there is little doubt that English is the medium of publication for the 

majority of such papers. However, closer analyses of the available data reveal rather 

few papers from non-native speakers, especially from the Third World. This 

imbalance suggests that English is only the International Language of Research in a 

receptive sense. It needs to become so in a productive sense as well if Third World 

investment in doctoral scholarship etc. is to remain justified. Unfortunately, the ESP 

profession has concentrated on undergraduate teaching programmes and rather 

neglected the teaching of Research English.  

However, there are now welcome signs of change, which may therefore aid a 

process of making English a truly international language rather than one over-

restricted in terms of publication sources to the Northern Hemisphere. 

Approximately half of the researchers who have ever lived are living and working 

today. In one sense, these scholars and researchers form themselves into a series of 

over-lapping communities, disciplinary and inter-disciplinary, local, national and 

international. 

In another sense, we can consider researchers, whether based in 

universities, Government research centres or in private companies, as all working 

the knowledge-manufacturing industry. Just as the products of the automotive 

industry are cars, buses and trucks, so the products of the knowledge or research 

industry are articles, research reports and monographs. In fact, the analogy holds up 

surprisingly well - principally because of the widely-held belief that the research 

process is incomplete until the work is published and thus made into an available 

product. The world output of research papers and scholarly articles is not known, 

but certainly runs into millions and possibly into tens of millions - of exemplars each 

year. It is generally thought by both the researchers and by others such as linguists 

and translators that the language predominantly used for the dissemination of this 

enormous volume of research information is English, even though it is rare to find 

any evidence for this belief.  

There is some evidence, although it needs circumspect interpretation. Wood 

(1967) investigated the language of original articles abstracted by the major science 

Abstracting and Indexing services in 1965 - an investigation that was replicated (as 

far as possible) using 1981 data by Baldauf and Jernudd (1983a). The advance made 

by English over those sixteen years is very striking and covers con- 2 intently all the 

five disciplines examined. Percentages (to the nearest percent) of English language 

publications are as follows: The major European languages (Russian, French, and 

German) declined, whilst Japanese and Chinese increased, although the last from an 

extremely small 1965 base. As Baldauf and Jernudd themselves observe, such 

percentages may, however, be biassed towards English because the Abstracting 

services are American. Secondly, the 1965 and 1981 figures are not precisely 
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comparable because the Abstracting services have both changed their names and the 

procedures during the interviewing period as a result of increasing computerization.  

Thirdly, the sheer volume of research publication means that even very 

small percentages represent sizeable numbers of papers. For instance, in Chemical 

Abstracts Search for 1981, the one percent of papers written in Chinese still 

represents an impressive annual total of about 2,500 Chinese-language papers. In an 

attempt to counteract English Language bias, Baldauf and Jernudd (1983b) have 

analysed Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts, which is a UNESCO publication 

based in Zurich and with a global orientation. Yet again, English predominated 

(75%) with French (5.5%) and Spanish (4%) coming a long way behind. An 

alternative technique is to analyse not the language of the research articles 

themselves (which may well be determined by Journal editorial policy) but the 

language of the papers and reports cited in the articles. Baldauf (ms) has recently 

investigated four leading Journals in Cross-cultural Psychology and has found that 

the percentages of English language citations varied from 87% to 98%. Rather 

different results are reported by Lewin and Jordan (1981) in their study of the 

distribution of citations across Languages in selected Psychology and marine Biology 

Journals. They comment: Articles in the American and Indian journals refer 

predominantly (90% or more of the citations) to papers or books published in 

English, whereas in Journals published in France, Germany, Japan 3 and the Soviet 

Union, the proportion of English citations falls below 60%. The differences are made 

up largely by articles in the language of the country in which the journal is 

published: French (29%), German (22%), Japanese (25%) and Russian (67%), 

respectively.  

The conclusion that we can draw from the portion of the statistical 

literature I have had space here to review is that English is indeed the strongly 

dominating language for the communication of research on an international level. 

Nevertheless, there remain important if threatened national literatures in other 

languages. The threat is epitomized in Lewin and Jordan’s observation that, we have 

been told by both German and Chinese scientists that for their really important 

publications they use English wherever possible. The threat can be seen in Germany 

where a number of journals have become anglicised: for instance, Archiv fur 

Microbiology is now Archives of Microbiology. The threat to French as a scientific 

language has been taken sufficiently seriously to warrant the establishment of a 

Presidential Commission charged with halting its decline. Certainly, Wood (1967) 

was quite wrong when he predicted that as the underdeveloped areas caught up 

technologically, the proportion of foreign-language literature would increase rather 

than decrease. Nor are radical alternatives credible. The General Conference of 

UNESCO in Montevideo in 1954 authorised the Director General & dquo; to follow 

the current evolution in the use of Esperanto in Science & dquo. That particular 

evolution has not taken place. The discussion so far should provide much comfort to 

those who are native or near-native speakers of English, or who are concerned with 

studying it, teaching it or promoting it.  

Yet I fear the fair English rose contains a canker. In order to see this, we 

need to look behind the crude figures presented so far and ask two questions, where 

is the research published in English being done and who is doing it? Baldauf and 
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Jernudd’s analysis of a sample of the ASFA Fisheries Literature provides a tentative 

answer to the first question. We must remember that they found the 75% of the 

articles abstracted were written in English. They then calculated, on the basis of the 

institutional affiliation of the first author, that four-fifths of these English-language 

articles report work done in countries where English is either the national language 

or an official language. Two-thirds of the remaining 20% appeared as outcomes of 

international forums or of the work of multinational commissions such as the 

International Whaling Commission. There remained a residue of 40 English language 

papers out of 666 that were submitted from locations in which English was a foreign 

language, and very few of these were outside Western Europe and Japan. 4 The 

second question really relates to the issue of whether the authors of articles written 

in English are native speakers (NS) of English or non-native speakers (NNS). In order 

to try and get at this issue without undertaking the labour of communicating directly 

with individual authors, I have tried to develop a procedure for identifying the 

NS/NNS status of authors based on a scrutiny of their publications. The procedure 

scores a maximum of six elements: first name; last name; permanent institutional 

affiliation; the language (s) of citations; the language(s) of self-citations, NS/NNS 

status-relevant footnotes or endnotes (translation, acknowledgements of linguistic 

help, visiting affiliation, source of research grant etc). On a preliminary trial, inter-

scorer reliability was 90%. It has also been tried out by two independent scorers on 

a section of the ESP literature (with which I am familiar) and few cases of mistaken 

NS/NNS status emerged. The scoring procedure was applied to randomly-selected 

British and American Journals from two fields, Health Sciences and Economics.  

 

1 THE RESULTS IN PERCENTAGES ARE AS FOLLOWS 

This is not the place to speculate about the difference between the two fields. The 

important issue is the location of authors categorized by the scoring procedure as 

being non-native speakers of English or probably non-native speakers of English. Of 

the 117 locations traced, 42 were in Western Europe, 22 in the Nordic Countries, 12 

in Japan, and 11 I in Eastern Europe or Russia, and 9 in North American. There were 

21 Third World locations, but eleven of these were from institutions in the Indian 

sub-continent with its strong tradition of using English as the language of 

scholarship, and five from Israel, where the data is particularly suspect because of 

the large amount of US-Israeli academic traffic. Thus, there remain but five papers of 

clear NNS Third World provenance, four from Latin America and one from Korea. If 

my own findings and those of Baldauf and Jernudd are to be confirmed by further 

and larger-scale investigations, they are very worrying for all those concerned with 

the future of English as the international language of research. They would seem to 

imply either one of two things. On the one hand, they suggest that research is largely 

the preserve of countries where English is either the national language or the official 

5 language, of countries with an international language of scholarship such as Japan 

or Russia, or of those individuals who enter into international collaborative 

networks. Certainly, they indicate very low levels of research in the Arab World, 

Latin America, South East Asia and Francophone Africa. On the face of it, this seems 

unlikely given the fact that publication in journals is the standard way of gaining 

promotion in academic and research fields throughout the world. On the other hand, 
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then, the results suggest that research in the non-anglophone Third World may well 

be taking place, but little of it is finding its way into the journals that come to the 

attention of the major and highly efficient abstracting services. Whichever view we 

adopt, we seem to be faced with a further instance of North-South imbalance and in 

turn we are faced with serious and hard questions about the effectiveness of the 

massive investment by hard-pressed. Third World countries in doctoral scholarships 

held by their nationals in the USA and Europe, and about the long-term scientific and 

developmental value of the large numbers of research and advanced training awards 

offered to Third World nationals by British, American, Russian and European 

governments and other agencies. Hence, the canker in the rose. At present, we can 

only guess at the reasons for the relative absence or invisibility of non-Anglophone 

Third World research. Probably the research environments are less supportive than 

in the West. Very probably, there exists considerable editorial bias against 

submissions from out of the way places. Very probably, there are additional 

language obstacles facing non-native speakers of English, which may be increased by 

cross-cultural mismatches about the appropriate length, style and organization of 

research reporting. The first two of these putative reasons the EFL profession can do 

little about, the third is very much its responsibility. Unfortunately, EFL teachers and 

ESP practitioners have, for all sorts of highly understandable reasons, tended to 

concentrate on English for science students rather than on support for science staff 

and researchers. Nevertheless, there is a valuable literature in the Sociology of 

Science that has been largely neglected by language teachers concerned with 

Research English, Bazerman (1983) provides an excellent review of this work. More 

particularly, the books by Knorr-Cetina (1981) and Gilbert and Mulkay (1984) offer 

fascinating .insights into how private research is transformed into public (and 

published) account. In a recent paper, Bazerman (ms) has studied how a group of 

established physicists read articles in their field.  

Based only on the names and locations of authors and on key items in the 

title the reader is actually placing the article within his or her personal map or 

schema of the field ... some items loom large and must be investigated in detail, while 

others seem to 6 fall off the end of the known personal universe ... Frequently the 

interviews would read backwards, or jump back and forth as one section raised 

questions about earlier ones. They in general did not anticipate that articles were to 

be read sequentially. All in all, much of this work suggests that the ’real-world’ 

Research drafting and reading processes are based on considerations and strategies 

rather far removed from those we have traditionally assumed in designing Technical 

Writing and Study Skills courses. Independently of this work in the Sociology of 

knowledge, the ESP profession has in recent years begun to take a more serious 

interest in Research English. James (1984) has produced a splendid longitudinal 

study of a Latin American student’s struggles with writing his doctoral thesis, and 

textual and discoursal analyses are on the increase. There have been a number of 

investigations into particular features of the genre of the research paper such as 

Tarone et at (1981) and Hill et al (1982), further, those parts of research papers 

thought to present greatest difficulty to both NS and NNS writers have been given 

particular attention (Swales 1981, 1983; Mackinlay, 1983). Although an enormous 

effort needs to be made, especially in the Third World, I feel that the English teaching 
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profession is becoming ready to offer its own small but important contribution 

towards making English a real International language of Research, rather than 

allowing it to remain (in productive terms at least) as primarily a vehicle for the 

dissemination of research results within the northern hemisphere. Without that 

effort, we will in effect continue to consolidate rather than undermine imbalances in 

the world; and without that effort, the future of English as the World’s premier 

scholarly language may be shorter lived than otherwise. Of course, we cannot really 

tell how extensive that future potentially is. However, history suggests that language 

of publication is affected by perceptions of where the most exciting work is taking 

place, and thus much will depend on future research-language patterns around the 

so-called ’Pacific Rim’ - in California, Mexico, Singapore, China, Korea and Japan.  
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SUFIS TEACHING AND TECHNIQUES IN ELIF SHAFAK’S NOVEL THE FORTY 

RULES OF LOVE 

 

Shahab Mohd 

Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore (M.P) 

 

Abstract- Elif Shafak narrates pure Divine of love and Sufi teaching techniques on 

one part of her novel “Forty Rules of Love” set in thirteenth century, on the other 

part was dark time of world Mongols, Crusaders, Islam, Christianity, Jerusalem, 

Constantinople, Byzantine Empire, Turkish Tribes, sacred, fear, wealth, loosing and 

capturing land, historical, social and political drama but love was blossoming on the 

same time through Sufism. This novel reveals the teaching methods of Muhammad 

Jalal ad-Din Rumi and Shams of Tabriz under the light of Holy Quran and Hadith 

through the heart to heart conversations and dialogues. The world was finding out 

the happiness and love under the guidance of Sufis teachings. After introducing 

historical background this paper find out the Sufis teachings and techniques, 

knowledge, ignorance and the journey between birth and death, loneliness, 

renunciation, process of purification, teachings of Rumi and Shams in the context of 

Spirituality and Sufism. Shafak set contemporary, historical, multi layered love, 

utilising the techniques of intertextuality Sufis Islamic ideology and religious 

freedom of actions in one text. 

Keywords:  Love, Sufism, Teaching, Elif Shfak, Rumi. 

 

1 INTRODUCTION  

Elif Shafak is a renowned Turkish writer. In her novels, she discusses cultural 

interaction, love, orientalism, Sufi teachings and phenomenon. Pinhan (The Mystic) 

was the first Shafak's novel and awarded the "Rumi Prize" in 1998. Sufism, 

Spirituality, Mysticism and historical incident cover some of her work. The thirteen 

century was a dark period of middle Asia, Jerusalem was occupied by Muslims and 

Crusaders fighting for lost land and wealth. Mongol army was expanding their 

territory under Genghis Khan. It was a dark time that witnessed Christians fighting 

Muslims, Christians fighting Christians, Muslims fighting Muslims, Turkish fighting 

among their tribes. Everywhere anguishes and hostility, fear of what may happen 

next. In the midst of the chaos Sufis Shams and Mulana Rumi spiritual essence of love 

expanding, it has such power enemies bind together and patch up all clashes. 

Shafak’s novel the ‘The Forty Rules of Love’ discussed Sufi teaching and tells two 

parallel stories (novel within a novel). Ella Rubenstein a forty years old housewife 

with three children, she was dissatisfied with her life, but her life changed 

dramatically when she accepted a job as a reader for a literary agency when she read 

about wandering dervish Shams of Tabriz. He was searching for the spiritual 

companion he wanted to transfer his knowledge. Rumi was the spiritual leader who 

had spiritual bonding with Shams. He encountered Shams of Tabrez in 1244. 

 Shams wrote a substantial amount of spiritual advice (which he taught to 

Rumi). Spirituality is the heart of every religion. This is often believed by the 

orientalists that the origin of Sufism is a mixture of Persian, Islam, Hinduism, 

Buddhism, Jainism, and Christianity. Sufism and Spirituality are twin sisters of a 
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religion. It is an unbridgeable gulf between all those who see God as incomparably 

greater than oneself and those who maintain that soul and believe God is one is the 

Sufi. Most Sufis bear the thought of purity it means one has a pure heart, or one is 

elect. Spirituality or Taswwauf is an extremely common term among Muslims but 

there’s the utilization of the term Sufi for the mystic. Elif Shafak has presented 

Sufism and Shams Forty Rules of Love as a solution to all problems of humankind. 

 

2 LIFE OF SUFIS 

Shafak’s The Forty Rules of Love narrates the story about two Sufis Shams and 

Mulana Jalal-Ud-Din Rumi it is argued that the character of Shams in the novel under 

discussion depicts the concept of “Wahadatul Wajud or Unity of Being” this is the 

pinnacle of mystical height as both Sufis showed in the novel (Ahmed, 2016). Sufism 

is a central part of Shafak’s novel. Anjum explains the representation of the Sufi 

Phenomenon in this novel. She elaborates through parallel narratives; Shafak has 

depicted mutuality between two different eras; the 13th century and the 21st century 

(Anjum, 2014). Turkey is known for its tradition and culture, men and women follow 

the traditions, women is an important role to knit the patriarchal society as Rajan 

states examines the concept of women in ‘The Forty Rules of Love’ as gendered 

‘other’ who are silenced by patriarchy (Ranjan, 2015). The novel depicts the story of 

a woman who breaks the restricted identity of her sex and explores other aspects of 

her identity. In the novel, Sufis teaching and Islamic Mysticism can be considered 

one of the important schools in Islamic philosophy. According to Sherwani, Elif 

Shafak believed that Islamic teaching and eastern culture depict the true essence of 

love and brotherhood with each other. Moreover, the cultural differences in a society 

are the main hindrances that do not allow individuals to live life with easiness 

(Sherwani, 2020). 

 Sufism is the branch of religion and religion is not the destiny of it is the 

path. Akbar, Asif, and Nusrat stated that Shafak’s love is not only divine but is also 

preserved for the creation of God. The roots of love in mankind in the Sufi 

phenomena are so indulged into the humans that one man's happiness can make joy 

to their loved one, whereas the sadness associated with a man can preach pain and 

distress to their linked people (Akbar, Asif, & Nusrat, 2019) 

 The aim of this research is to investigate Sufis teaching and techniques in 

Elif Shafak’s novel the forty rules of love The Islamic Sufis teaching origin with the 

life and personality of Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.), who is the perfect ideal for all 

those Mystics. 

 

3 MEANING AND SUFI TEACHINGS 

The Sufi term originates from the Arabic word “Suf” which means wool and those 

who practiced it wore woollen garments and searched for the true knowledge of God 

as a sign of renunciation of luxuries worldly life. “He wore a long, hooded cloak, a 

wool garment, and sheepskin boots...He held a wooden bowl in his hand.” (Shafak, 

2010) Some believe Sufi term derived from Arabic “Safa” meaning –Purity-related to 

the Sufis endeavour to purify their souls from evil. The Holy Quran was revealed to 

the Prophet Muhammad who was in-fact the first Sufi, as it has been said that the 

Prophet is the messenger sent by God and Quran brought path of Law and Order.  
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The holy Prophet who introduced self-analysis for the realization of pure 

self, through pure self as it is gradually let is seen to the heart and mind, he gave all 

attention to the straight to God. Sufism teaches complete devotion to God and 

healing the hearts of suffering people through the development of spiritual patience, 

insight, and service to humanity. It is a way to reach God through strict practices of 

Salat (Prayer), Faqr (Poverty), Zikr (remembrance of God), fana (annihilation), and 

Safa (purity of body and soul). Some of the important components of these practices 

are Tauba (repentance), Zuhud (asceticism), tawakkal (trust in God), Raza (God's 

will), etc. Sufis, Dervishes, Faqirs, Saints, and Peers had dedicated their lives to 

achieving the knowledge of the Quran and Sunnah (action of Prophet) to achieve the 

real objective of Islam. According to Shams: 

“The Holy Qur’an on a different level in tandem with the depth of his 

understanding. There are four levels of insight. The first level is the outer 

meaning and it is the one that the majority of the people are content with. 

Next is the Batin—the inner level. Third, there is the inner of the inner. And 

the fourth level is so deep it cannot be put into words and is therefore 

bound to remain indescribable.” (Shafak, 2010) 

 Scholars come in the first level who focus on outer meaning, the second 

level of Quran only Sufis know the inner, third level Saints know the inner of the 

inner, fourth level only Prophet knows who is close to God. All Holy Books say about 

the faith as Quran Says. Elif Shafak writes on Sufis teachings, world divided into 

fragments cultural, religious riots and racial clashes, so Rumi says “Not Christian or 

Jew or Muslim, not Hindu, Buddhist, Sufi, or Zen. Not any religion or cultural system. 

I am not of the East nor of the West My place is placeless, a trace of the traceless.” 

(Rumi, 2013) Religious boundaries are not that much integral as are made by the 

scholars. Religions are like rivers. They all flow to the same sea. Christians, Jews, 

Muslims while quarrelling about the outer form (Anjum, 2014). Rumi explains the 

theme of unity In Divani Shamsi Tabriz, ...All religions are only one religion because 

all praises are directed towards God's light, these various forms and figures are 

borrowed from it (Nicholson, 1973). Akbar, Asif, and Nusrat explain the 

demonstration of Sufi phenomena in the novel clearly depicts that there are no 

differences in religious beliefs. Sufi is basically referred to as the person who 

struggles against his ego and is self-defended to engage in the wrong deeds. Sufism is 

filled with the love of God, and it teaches that rules of love for the believer that is not 

due to the apprehension but due to the feeling and sentiments of individuals (Akbar, 

Asif, & Nusrat, 2019). Shams was the genuine mentor of Rumi and taught his Forty 

Rules of Love. He was as transparent as glass and he let the light of knowledge pass 

through the Rumi. Shams sent him tavern to tarnish his image or ego  

“Sometimes it is necessary to destroy all attachments in order to win over 

your ego. If we are too attached to our family, our position in society, even 

our local school or mosque, to the extent that they stand in the way of Union 

with God, we need to tear those attachments down.” (Shafak, 2010) 

 This is the only way Shams wanted to teach kill ego what is known amongst 

Sufis as the nafs, defined as the bestial aspect of Man’s nature, an adversary that 

hinders each an individual from achieving mystical advancement. It is essential to 

struggle against the deceitful nature of the nafs and eradicate the deluding power of 
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the partial intellect. If the appellant is successful in these attempts, the mystical 

journey can ultimately reach a stage where neither the nafs nor the intellect governs 

the soul (Zarrabi-Zadeh, 2015). Sufis identified seven Stages every ego has to 

undergo on the path of truth and love so to achieve Unity and Oneness: Depraved 

Nafs, Accusing Nafs, Inspired Nafs, Serene Nafs, Pleased Nafs Pleasing Nafs and 

Purified Nafs. Each stage has its trials and tests; simple to state but difficult to 

experience (Anjum, 2014). 

 

4 CONCLUSIONS 

In Elif Shafak’s novel, the forty rules of love mystical elements, and spirituality are 

depicted. She is a Turkish writer and deeply influenced by her history, traditions, 

and culture. She narrated the story of well-known poet Mulana Rumi and his mentor 

Shams of Tabriz. The novel depicts major themes of Sufi teachings, love, alienation, 

intertextuality, stream of consciousness. Shafak knit major and minor characters of 

thirteen century and twenty-first-century event portrayed. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Hard skills reflect what you know. Soft skills indicate who you really are. According 

to researchers conducted in Harvard and Stanford Universities, only 15% of your 

career success is provided by your hard skills, whilst other 85% by so called soft 

skills. We can define soft skills as life skills which are interpersonal and broadly 

applicable across job titles and industries. They represent the Psychosocial skills 

that determine valued behavior and include reflective skills such as problem solving 

and critical thinking to personal skills such as self awareness, and to interpersonal 

skills Life skills have been defined by the world Health Organization (WHO) as 

“abilities for adaptive and positive behavior that enable individuals to deal 

effectively with the demands and challenges of everyday life”. The term “Soft Skill” is 

being used interchangeably with the term “employability” in the labor market. This 

indicates that in order to increase the chances of being employed continuously 

throughout life, an individual must, in addition to technical skills, necessarily possess 

soft skills. On the other hand, employability refers to your ability to gain initial 

employment, maintain employment and obtain new employment if required. 

“Employability is having a set of skills, knowledge, understanding and personal 

attributes that make a person more likely to choose and secure occupation in which 

they can be satisfied and successful” [Dacre Pool & Sewell 2007]. 

The University of New Castle has defined employability as a capacity to 

move self-sufficiently into and within the labor market, to fulfill one’s potential 

through sustainable employment, so imposing the responsibility of depending on 

oneself to move into and forward on the individual. 

 

2. SOFT SKILLS AND EMPLOYABILITY 

Research from the society for Human Resource Management found that technical 

abilities like reading comprehension and mathematics aren’t prized as much as soft 

skills, meaning you have to bring more to the table than, say, great sales numbers, 

coding languages, or test scores. Basically, you can be the best at what you do but if 

your soft skills aren’t cutting it, you are limiting your chances of career success. 

Employers need skilled people if their organizations are to be productive, innovative 

and profitable, surviving and prospering in an increasingly competitive world. 

Research found that employers value generic skills that are transferable to situations 

over specific occupational skills. [Baxter and Young, 1982] 

Current economy is also coming to be known as the “Global knowledge 

based economy” where mental ability adds value to work. The employability skills 

are holistic in nature. They are related not only to secure work but also contribute to 

the work once acquired and assist in the development throughout the career span of 

an individual. Soft skills are attributes that enable you to engage in meaningful 

interactions with others. Since most job require teamwork, it’s important to possess 
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soft skills to enhance your employability. Below are some important soft skills that 

the employers are looking for in their employees. 

 

3. COMMUNICATION 

Both written and verbal communication skills are of utmost importance in the 

workplace because they set the tone for how people perceive you. A strong 

communicator immediately earns the respect of his team. A poor communicator, on 

the other hand, is often verbose and long winded. Workers are proved to be more 

productive if they communicate, motivates and energizes his people. Effective 

communication provides for high level of presentation skills. Communication skill 

boosts your performance because they help you to extract clear expectation from 

your co-workers. In an increasingly sophisticated, digitally connected era where 

growth in service-based jobs is rapidly outstripping more traditional manual-based 

labor, the demand for effective communicators is only likely to grow. 

 

3.1. Teamwork and Interpersonal skills 

A company’s success is rarely dependent on one person doing something all by 

himself. Success is the result of many people working toward a common goal. When 

employees can synthesize their varied talent, everyone wins. Employers look to team 

players to help build a friendly office culture, which helps retain employees and in 

turn attracts top talent. Since most activities in today’s world depend to a great 

extent on how a person works in a team environment, this soft skill is a key 

component that has a high correlation with one’s career progression. The real 

assests of any organization are the people associated with it and interpersonal skills 

act as the grease which helps in its smooth running. As a result, interpersonal skills 

reduce stress and conflict and enhance intimacy and understanding. In addition, 

having diversity in back grounds, opinions and attitudes adds various perspectives, 

originality, and overall richness to the project at hand. 

 

3.2. Leadership 

Having confidence and a clear vision can help influence your co-workers and helps 

you gain visibility within an organization which can lead to more opportunities. 

Being a leader isn’t merely about getting people to do what you want. Leadership 

means inspiring and helping others reach their full potential. A true leader is one 

who believes in fostering collaboration rather than competition and possesses 

mental toughness. A tough-minded leader sees things as they are. He knows that no 

one can lead without being criticized or without facing frustration. He has the 

magnetic quality of drawing people come to him and listen to him. Leadership 

qualities can be developed by a combination of qualities such as courage, vision, 

integrity, quick thinking ability, Persistence and strong. Will Power learning 

leadership skills helps you develop a sense of responsibility, confidence, and 

sharpens your problem-solving abilities. Tasks won’t feel as exhausting when you 

have experience leading a team and you will have a solid skill set behind you to help 

you succeed. Along with this, feeling of empathy for his team creates a natural build-

up of a congenial environment. 
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3.3. Time Management 

Time management skills are very important for achievers, and critical for their 

career growth. What is the time management? It is the art of doing more in a given 

time. It is a technique to boost one’s productivity by focusing primarily on the few 

and important, rather than the many and urgent. This is done by skill fully planning, 

organizing and scheduling one’s time by looking ahead. The importance of time in an 

industry where a strict time schedule is to be followed cannot be over-emphasized. 

The deadline for any work is a goal set by the leader to complete the work within an 

allotted time, and to the satisfaction of all concerned. For successful time 

management, planning and organization play an important role. No work schedule 

can be effectively realized without this. 

 

3.4. Self-Confidence and Courage 

Courage is a soft skill where even good professionals falter. Likewise, many 

professional goods at their work are low in self-confidence. These are attributes that 

require a sense of personal conviction on the direction. Individuals demonstrating 

these traits are anchored so deeply in their belief that they can easily ignore dissent 

and respect of all in the medium or long term-though they may have to confront 

some harsh questions in the short term. Courageous and self-confident leaders 

usually get identified by senior management of companies to drive complex tasks-

such as leading through a downturn, growing a new business and turning around a 

business from loss-making to profitable. These leaders have the differentiated skill 

over their peers of being self-assured, and driven solely by what they feel is right. 

 

3.5. Empathy and Listening Skills 

There is a common saying that God has given us one mouth but two ears. He wanted 

us to listen more. Yet, look around and look within. A large majority of people are 

very poor listeners. It is not a skill that we focus on learning. Just do a search on how 

many books, articles and training programmes we will find on communication or 

leadership skills, and how many on listening skills. The difference is stark–by order 

of magnitude. Empathy and listening skills however, are very important today–

especially in leadership roles. These are not easy skills and must be inculcated over a 

period of time by conscious effort. In corporate setting, leaders use a variety of 

formal and informal methods today to focus on this. They spend more time with 

customers to understand their problems and follow up with in-depth sessions to 

walk through all details when customers report issues. 

 

3.6. Consistency and Predictability 

The seemingly straightforward soft skill of ‘consistency’ is easy to understand, but 

immensely hard to practice. Consistency is key because it makes one come across as 

reliable. If a professional communicates a certain approach today, and exactly the 

opposite one the next week, which one will people believe as the direction? They will 

get confused. And if this recurs, the person may get labeled as being inconsistent in 

his evaluation. Hence the criticality of this soft skill. A related soft skill is 

predictability. Teams (and leaders or individuals) often get classified as being 
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unpredictable in execution, when they almost consistently fail to achieve what they 

set out to do. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

Soft skills encompass a wide terrain of personal and interpersonal attributes. It must 

be recognized that starting from the apparent; simplest of gestures like everyday 

exchange of pleasantries to the complex paraphernalia of circumstances that call for 

effective troubleshooting or conflict management each situation is different. And so 

is the need for the right soft skill to fit that state. Soft skills play a critical role in the 

career growth of individuals. The expectations begin with the basic foundation of 

ethics, integrity and values. Teaming, interpersonal and communication skills are 

also key imperatives from a company’s perspective. People who take ownership and 

responsibility for their actions are looked upon favorably due to their no-excuse 

mentality. To gain competitive advantage while solving customer problems, 

companies also assess skills such as problem solving, troubleshooting as well as 

listening skills, consistency and predictability. Time management is another skill 

that helps companies appreciates the self-discipline practiced by employees. While 

assessing individuals for career growth in a company, leadership is one of the most 

important traits that is evaluated by management in much detail. Soft skills are 

intangible. Only a keen observation can bring out the multi-faceted personality of a 

person over time. These are, therefore, being looked upon as critical traits one needs 

to have for career growth. This is because soft skills truly expose the inner person in 

you. 
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Abstract- Teaching English language to Graduate students of today has taken a 

prominent role because of the increasing job opportunities. English is no longer a 

subject to be taught as a part of curriculum, but a skill to be acquired. Both the 

teaching as well as the learning have undergone a drastic change. The 

Undergraduate Students studying in various steams of B.A, B.Com, B.SC, BBM occupy 

a major role in the state of Telangana. In today's world, employers seek not just the 

technical knowledge, but graduates with sound communication skills. In a language 

classroom, difficulties in grammar, syntax, pronunciation, vocabulary, etc. can be 

addressed through tasks where pragmatic skills approach of teaching language is 

encouraged. The need of the hour is not just to complete the exercises and 

worksheets prescribed in the textbook, but rather to include many activities based 

on real life situations such as debates, Telephone conversations, story writing. This 

paper highlights the significance of a pragmatic approach to teaching language skills 

through tasks based on real life situations employing various strategies and 

techniques.  

Keywords: Language skills, task based activities, graduate students, communication 

skills, job opportunities, pragmatic approach. 

 

The state of Telangana is always on one of the top positions for information and 

technology and played a significant role in the development of cyber city. With the 

ever growing colleges, what initially looked like a hindrance, later payed way to 

many opportunities for the undergraduate students. Many employment 

opportunities are provided for the students by giving them an opportunity into the 

corporate sector. 

With the onset of Privatization, Liberalization and Globalization, 

Liberalization and a sudden boom in the software industry, there is a great demand 

for students which has steeply risen. Multinational companies, corporate sectors and 

industries created great opportunities for students. People realizing the advantages 

of securing jobs in these companies, Soon shifted their focus towards them. 

 

1 ROLE OF ENGLISH FOR THE GRADUATE STUDENTS 

English language is seen as a link between students and faculty. It is a universal fact 

that English language alone can give the students confidence to express ideas and 

thoughts clearly in their academic studies, and thus the prominence for the language 

has increased. 

According to Rintaningrum (2018) Increasing confidence in speaking 

English is very necessary. Therefore, before increasing Self-confidence, we must 

master the ins and outs of English, from which we can understand and believe that 

we already understand and there is no need to worry anymore about it. Next, we 
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have to apply our language skills to other people, this will further increase our 

confidence. (Rintaningrum, 2018) 

English is considered a bridge between technology, research, international 

business, and higher education. Both learning and teaching have undergone a sea 

change today because of the increased complexity of the nature of the job that the 

students are assigned to do. Great emphasis is laid on skill development. Along with 

technical knowledge, proficiency in English language is mandatory to lead them to 

success. In the present world, having good communication skills is a valuable asset 

for graduates, as they have to deal with clients overseas as well. According to Thaky, 

(2014).  

.....English has been widely accepted as the most widespread language in the 

world. It is cited as the major language of international business, diplomacy 

and science and professionals. It is the prime means of communication, and 

can often serve as the global language between two people from two 

different cultures, where in English is not the native tongue (P. 4). 

Joshi (2013) opined that students these days has to not only communicate 

his ideas to his counterparts but also to business clients across the globe. Hence its 

mandatory for a student to have good communication skills both in their studies and 

in their future careers. Thus the role of English language became significant in the 

curriculum of graduate studies. 

Aspiring students have access to higher education only if they are proficient 

in English language.  

To improve the language skills of undergraduate students, a course in 

English was envisaged and was made a compulsory subject in their curriculum. The 

core of any professional course is the teaching learning process. The deficit of well 

trained language teachers resulted in students with poor communication skills 

because English was taught just as a subject like other subjects of B.A, B.Com. BBA, 

B.Sc rather than as a language. This led to students not being able to do well during 

placement interviews at college. Companies hire employees with good 

communication skills and technical skills. While majority of the students are good at 

technical as well as subject knowledge, they lack proficiency in language skills. 

Students should be trained to articulate their thoughts, ideas and feelings 

clearly and confidently, hence proper exposure to real life language use becomes 

imperative.  The language teacher should provide a good learning environment for 

the students so that interaction is encouraged and learning takes place through 

meaningful contexts. In a language classroom, teachers build up an authentic 

environment for social interaction among learners (Light bown & Spada, 1993; Long 

& Porter, 1985). Thus a classroom should be turned into a workshop where 

importance to skills development is given. Teaching in isolation through exercises 

and worksheets should be replaced with activities that encourage the learners to 

communicate freely. The students learning should not be confined to syllabus and 

notes completion but should include actual learning. Activities based on real life 

situations should be planned by the teacher. For instance, telephone conversation, 

debates, group discussions, story writing etc, can help the students to interact and 

use the language more effectively. Thus syllabus and the materials used should be 

helpful in providing a real life experience to the learner in the classroom (Jack C. 
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Richards and R.S. Rodgers, 2006). In executing such activities, the teacher has the 

advantage of honing more than one language skill of the students, just like it happens 

in real life. Thus language cannot be taught in isolation. A pragmatic approach to 

language learning helps the students to communicate ideas without fear or 

inhibition as it represents real life communication. Training and practice through the 

pragmatic approach can help students to become proficient in all four language 

skills. With enhanced skills set getting placement in a top MNC becomes easy for the 

students. 

 

2 PRAGMATIC APPROACH 

Around 1870, the philosophical tradition of Pragmatism began in the United States. 

The principle advocate of pragmatism is Charles Sanders Peirce. The word 

pragmatism is derived from the Greek which means practice and action. 

Etymologically Pragmatism means utility.  Jai Kumar, Maheswari (2019) expressed 

that According to this American thought, whatever is useful is good and whatever is 

good is useful. A pragmatist lives in a world of facts and not in a world of ideas or 

ideals. 

Pragmatism has influenced the modern Educational System to a great 

extent. It supports for progressive trends in Education where “activity” lies at the 

centre of all educative process. Education is a continuous process which is 

progressive and flexible. 

In a Pramatic system, the individual works on the principle of democracy 

and education as a social necessity. 

Jai Kumar, Maheswari (2019) further opined that According to this school of 

thought education should help an individual to meet human needs & solve problems 

and thereby enable an individual to lead a happy life. 

The Pragmatic approach is one that can give the learners a true language 

environment to enhance their listening, speaking, reading and writing (LSRW) skills 

through a meaningful context. 

Teachers of English language should lay stress on learning language like it is 

part of everyday routine, as it happens in everyday situations. This kind of approach 

makes sure that the child has exposure towards all the skills. Harmer (2007) 

expressed that Listening and reading are called receptive skills and speaking and 

writing are called productive skills. An amalgamation of both the skills is the easiest 

way to ensure that effective communication takes place in the classroom. Hence, the 

instructor should plan the tasks that enable the students to use more than one skill. 

Pragmatic approach can be implemented effectively through task based 

activities and use of multiple intelligences. The use of a variety of different kinds of 

tasks in language teaching is said to make language teaching more communicative … 

since it provides a purpose for a classroom activity which goes beyond the practice 

of language for its own sake. (Richards, Platt and Weber, 1986, p. 289). The use of 

role-play simulations, telephone conversations, dialogue writing, story telling and 

many such activity based situations in the classroom make the students feel 

comfortable as they are connected to real life environment. 

 In task-based instruction, students participate in communicative tasks in 

English. Tasks are defined as activities that can stand alone as fundamental units and 
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that requires comprehending, producing, manipulating, or interacting in authentic 

language while attention is principally paid to meaning rather than form (Nunan, 

1989). “A task is intended to result in language use that bears a resemblance, direct 

or indirect, to the way language is used in the real world. Like other language 

activities, a task can engage productive or receptive, and oral or written skills and 

also various cognitive processes” (Nunan, 2006). 

In multiple intelligence the students discover their strengths, learn in many 

ways and can control their own learning. According to Evangel in Arulselvi (2011) 

Multiple Intelligences have momentous implications for educational performance 

and they change students’ perceptions of intelligence and academic achievement in 

the learning world. 

Armstrong (2000) further expressed that “The multiple intelligence theory 

opens the door to a variety of teaching strategies which can be easily applied in the 

language classroom>It gives teachers opportunities to widen modern teaching 

strategies by using various assignments and activities. 

The learners work in teams or pairs, after brainstorming on the given topic, 

thus encouraging team work and this is a great way for interaction and collaboration 

among them. For instance, students participate in a skit where dialogue writing and 

enacting scenes, form an integral part, students work together to write and develop 

a review on an article in the newspaper or take part in many such joint activities. 

Emphasis is laid on the students’ ability to use all the four language skills so as to 

accomplish the task. However tasks can vary depending on the levels of students’ 

proficiency in the language and the teacher can increase the complexity for achieving 

higher levels of proficiency. Beginners can be given simple tasks such as introducing 

each other in teams sharing some important information about each other. More 

advanced students can be given a more intricate and detailed task such as a group 

presentation on current topics, for which the team has to research, edit and write a 

report before presenting it to the rest of the class. An integrated approach helps 

students to build content through real-life experience, making language more 

relevant and learning more meaningful. The study of pragmatics explores the ability 

of language users to match utterances with contexts in which they are appropriate; 

in Stalnaker’s words, pragmatics is "the study of linguistic acts and the contexts in 

which they are performed" (1972, p. 383). 

 

3 ADVANTAGES OF PRAGMATIC APPROACH 

Language learnt in natural surroundings is always cohesive and this approach helps 

the learner to interact with others as is done in real life. In the pragmatic approach 

the classroom environment becomes less inhibited and less foreign to the learner. 

Pragmatic approach challenges the learners to communicate meaningfully, 

creatively and intelligently. As the teacher creates a natural classroom environment 

she can track the progress of the learner through the classroom activities. Such 

activities motivate the students to be actively involved and participate without fear 

or any inhibition since the emphasis is on team work or pair work.  

The ultimate goal of communication is to be able to build good relations 

with others and English language is the means of achieving this goal. The Pragmatic 

approach lays emphasis on a collaborative learning which is the key to success.  
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Activities such as News Reading, Role plays, skits, group discussion, 

telephone conversations, debates etc encourages collaborative learning where the 

students get to learn the qualities of a good team player and help each other to finish 

the task at hand. Just like in real life, students get to experience challenges in 

accomplishing the task in the class making it more a natural way of language 

acquisition. This approach emphasis that English is not only for academic interest 

and content learning but also that it is a means of social interactions as well. 

Activities designed by the teacher should reflect situations that are real to everyday 

living, helping the students to approach life more confidently.  

 

4 CONCLUSIONS 

English language can be learnt and taught well if Pragmatic approach is followed in 

class room. Integration of language skills is an effective way of helping the learner 

communicates properly and with confidence as the student experiences a real –life 

situation while participating in tasks in the classroom. Through this approach the 

teaching learning process is made more meaningful and purposeful. The classrooms 

are turned into workshops for students to carryout tasks that bear a resemblance to 

everyday living. This approach not only makes it possible to bring out multiple skills 

of the learners but also motivates them to actively participate in the class.  
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Abstract- Pragmatics is the study of how meaning is drawn through context. It 

encompasses phenomena such as implicature, speech acts, relevance and 

conversation. The underlying principles behind pragmatics are communication, 

meaning and context. The ability to understand another speaker's intended meaning 

is called pragmatic competence. Language being culture based in language teaching 

social contact between the speaker and the listener is very important. Pragmatics 

deals with the use of language in social contexts in second and foreign language 

classrooms. Pragmatics in the teaching of English offers an introduction to a rapidly 

growing area. Researchers, graduate students, and language teachers should be 

interested in it. For using pragmatic approach in a language classroom there should 

be student centred interaction. The teacher can give different types of exercises 

while teaching English so that he/she can check the practical knowledge of the 

students. While using this approach for teaching grammar a teacher can use various 

drills for teaching. The Speech Act Theory of pragmatics has been very fruitful in 

explaining the attitudes of language users to arrive at the deep structure of the 

meaning of words. The Present research paper is an attempt to study how the 

pragmatic approach can be used for the teaching of English language to 

undergraduate students.  

Keywords: Pragmatics, Sociolinguistics, Semantics, English Language Teaching). 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Pragmatics is the study of how meaning is drawn through context. It encompasses 

phenomena such as implicature, speech acts, relevance and conversation. The 

underlying principles behind pragmatics are communication, meaning and context. 

The ability to understand another speaker's intended meaning is called pragmatic 

competence. Language being culture based in language teaching social contact 

between the speaker and the listener is very important. Pragmatics deals with the 

use of language in social contexts in second and foreign language class rooms. 

Pragmatics in the teaching of English offers an introduction to a rapidly growing 

area. Researchers, graduate students, and language teachers should be interested in 

it. Pragmatics is a branch of linguistics. It centers on conversational implicature, 

which is a process in which the speaker implies and the listener understands. 

 

2. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

The Present research paper is an attempt to study how the Pragmatic approach can 

be used for the teaching of English language to undergraduate students.  

Pragmatics was a reaction to Ferdinand de Saussure's Structuralist 

Linguistics. It expanded upon his idea that the structure of language can be analysed. 

It is made up of parts that can be defined in relation to others. Pragmatics studies 
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language that is indirectly spoken. The speaker hints at or suggests a meaning, and 

the listener assumes the correct meaning. In day to day communication, the 

meanings of words and phrases are constantly implied and not overtly stated. In 

certain situations, words can have a certain meaning. One should not think that 

words always have a specifically defined meaning. Pragmatics studies how words 

can be interpreted in different ways based on the situation. While Sociolinguistics is 

the study of language in relation to society. It studies the effects of the aspects of 

society like cultural norms, expectations, and context on the use of language. It 

differs from sociology of language, which focuses on the effect of language on society. 

Sociolinguistics overlaps considerably with pragmatics and is closely related 

to anthropology. Semantics is the study of meaning which directly depends on the 

meaning of words and linguistic constructions themselves, whereas pragmatics 

deals with the meaning of utterances that come from the context themselves. 

 Sentences do not have intrinsic meaning. It means that there is no meaning 

associated with a sentence or word. A sentence can represent an idea only 

symbolically.  

For example, The monkey sat on the tree is a sentence in English. If 

someone says to someone else, The monkey sat on the tree, the act is itself an 

utterance. This indicates that a sentence, term, expression or word cannot signify a 

single true meaning symbolically. Such meaning is ambiguous because it is not clear 

which monkey sat on which tree. Therefore, the meaning of an utterance can be 

drawn through the knowledge of both its linguistic and non-linguistic contexts. 

A pragmatic view means that one doesn't think in ideal or abstract terms. 

For example, words that attempt to explain abstract concepts like beauty, love, 

freedom have no meaning of themselves. However, we can look at the words from 

the point of view of pragmatics and try to understand how they are being used in a 

practical situation.  

 

3. EXAMPLES OF PRAGMATICS 

3.1 I am thirsty 

Semantically, the word ‘thirsty’ would mean that the person has not drunk water for 

some time and needs water. The intended meaning of this utterance is that the 

listener should give him/her a glass of water. 

 

3.2 I heart you! 

Semantically, "heart" refers to an organ in our body which keeps us alive. But 

pragmatically, "heart" in this sentence means "love" and to "heart" someone means 

that the person loves someone. 

The teacher can also teach vocabulary in English to undergraduate students 

by using games, crossword puzzles, pictures and context so that their vocabulary 

will be improved and they will communicate in English confidently.   

The pragmatic approach can be used by teachers for teaching grammar 

effectively to the Undergraduate students. For this purpose teachers can use various 

techniques. For being successful in communicating in English it is needed for foreign 

language learners not only the knowledge of grammar and text organization but also 

the pragmatic aspects of the target language.While teaching grammar at the 
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undergraduate level the teacher should not only make students familiar with the 

technical terms but also make them participate in different day to day situations. The 

teacher should use the skill of simplification for teaching grammar. The teacher can 

use simple diagrams for teaching the rules of grammar to the students. The use of 

simple pictures can be useful in understanding the rules. For example, while 

explaining the difference between ‘between’ and ‘among’, a picture of a man standing 

between two men and a picture of a man sitting among several men can be shown to 

the students. 

Instead of teaching rules first and then giving examples, grammatical 

patterns can be taught in contrast with other patterns. For example, the simple 

present tense and the simple past tense can be taught simultaneously. If while 

teaching grammar if some kind of context is provided to the students, they will 

better understand the rules of grammar. The use of the Simple Present Tense can be 

taught by giving exercise as follows. For example, ‘My brother did not like to do any 

physical exercise and so he suffered from joint pain. Yesterday the doctor advised 

him to do some exercise every day and now him _______ for a walk every day’. (go)  

The teacher can use Audio visual aids for teaching grammar so that the 

students will learn it easily and their interest in grammar will increase. The teacher 

can also teach prepositions in the class with the help of pictures. In order to give 

practice to the students for using the past tense the teacher can ask them to write 

about the activities which they did the day before. Teachers should motivate 

students to think in English language itself. For this purpose teachers can carry out 

the activities like Group discussion and role playing in the class. Grammar can also 

be taught through literature. For example, while teaching the story ‘The Astrologer’s 

Day’ the teacher can draw the attention of the students to different tenses used in 

the story .Similarly teachers can conduct various games  in the class to teach 

grammar as they are interesting and amusing. A teacher can give jumbled sentences 

to the students and he can ask to form a grammatically correct sentence.  

 

4. CONCLUSION 

Thus, if the Pragmatic Approach is used to teach English language to undergraduate 

students in India, they will definitely learn English with interest and the fear of 

English in their minds will be removed. They will be able to communicate in English 

as well as they will acquire the writing skills in English and use them effectively. 

Indian English can be used as an appropriate model for teaching in the Indian 

context. If the teacher creates opportunities for students to learn English in different 

contexts in class, our students will learn the language well. Therefore, the teachers of 

English in India should make use of attractive techniques to develop grammatical 

competence as well as communicative competence of students.  
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Abstract- Learning has always been a fundamental characteristic of human species. 

Human civilization has evolved and touched the heights of great advancement while 

learning about the occurrences in his environment. The desire to communicate his 

learnt lessons has been one of the prominent reasons of the origin of the languages. 

From cave paintings to early scripts, we can see that the human mind had a strong 

inclination to learn through the medium of visuals. With changing times and better 

tools, man has equipped himself to communicate at all levels in an engrossing 

manner by incorporating the visuals so to enhance the message and to bridge the 

semantic gaps. Thus this paper is an attempt where the authors would try to bring 

out the role of visuals in the pursuit of learning. This paper would also try to 

highlight the novel visual techniques which are blended in the teaching strategies so 

as to improvise upon the learning barriers and further add more value to the literary 

analysis and comprehension. 

Keywords: Visual aids, Literature, Comprehension, Hybrid learning, multimodal. 

 

1 INTRODUCTION 

We live in a world where learning is taking place through various mediums.  The use 

of bold and defined picture books in the early years to the more subtle and 

imaginative visuals in the university lectures emphasize the role of visuals in the life 

of a learner. For a student of literature, visual imagery plays a very significant part. 

While reading a piece of poetry or a verbal narrative, the learner can sometimes miss 

the point due to shift in locale or limited power of visual imagination. The author or 

the poet would have encoded the text with semantic codes and it would revolve 

around a spatial location, certain characters and time. The learner can sometimes 

alienate from the text in the absence of visual narratives as the learner is not able to 

fit the context in the right place.  

Visual narratives thus play a pivotal role in developing literary 

consciousness. Although literature and arts reflect the spirit of time by using specific 

mediums but there is a close affinity in these two streams. When literature is taught 

through the assistance of visual arts then it will connect the learner with the context 

and fear will be removed. When a visual-stimuli is provided with a narrative 

structure it would fasten the cognitive processing and thus help in quick 

comprehension. These multimodal interactions when integrated in the learning 

modules can enhance the multi-sensory channels of the learners. According to one 

research source, “We could speculate that during a word/visual-event presentation, 

the meaning of the visual event is matched with the meaning of the word that is 

punctual, specific and unambiguous because it describes a specific action. In fact, 
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since an action usually produces a natural sound that is semantically congruent with 

the associated visual event it should be easy to understand.”(1). 

“Much of the existing research on the educational use of visual narratives 

examined whether they can enhance reading comprehension. According to the PISA 

reading test framework (OECD, 2019), reading literacy is the readers’ ability to 

understand, use, evaluate, reflect on and engage with text to achieve their purposes. 

Several classroom-based studies have shown that non-native readers of low second 

language (L2) proficiency benefitted from reading comics compared to reading plain 

text in L2, even though the text contents were identical. A recent experimental study 

explored how graphic novels affected L2 English comprehension of psychology 

concepts among university students. Participants had better reading comprehension 

performance when materials were presented as a visual narrative than as plain text, 

regardless of English abilities.”(2) 

Multimodal learning is thus enabling the learner to move on the path of 

learning with arousal of interest and a sense of ease. The power of imagination is 

also evoked and the learners are enabled to perform better. And when we talk about 

learning literature then it becomes all the more important to understand the context 

and the semantic framework in a more picturesque way. The sister arts would thus 

support the learner to develop a keen sense for literary awareness. As literature has 

a wider appeal and it has a broad spectrum of geographical and cultural shades, so 

visual frames would assist the learner to fix his gaze at the required focal. 

 

2 THE SISTER ARTS 

The affiliation of visual and verbal languages and their effect on both imagination 

and judgement was remarked by the pioneering Western philosopher Plato who was 

enamoured of the arts though severely critical of the epic poet as well as painters 

indulging in optical illusions (The Republic. Book X). 

Poetry and painting and by extension literature and painting are considered 

to be sister arts. In fact, on looking up the phrase ‘sister arts’ the Oxford Reference 

furnishes the following information: ‘The arts of poetry [29] and painting [27]. Their 

supposed similarity is famously characterized in Horace's Ars Poetica by the dictum 

‘utpicturapoesis’ (‘as is painting, so is poetry’).  

It is therefore, not surprising that discussions about Romanticism are 

incomplete without a reference to ‘impressionism’ or Pre-Raphaelites in reference to 

Victorians. Similarly, Dadaism and Surrealism are mentioned when modernist texts 

are evoked or in demonstrations of the fragmentation of psyche in the modern 

world.  

 

3 WORD IMAGERY TO VISUAL RENDERING OF LITERARY CHARACTERS 

An aesthetic way of evoking the character Ophelia in a classroom could include a 

display of John Everett Millais’s image of the lost beloved of Shakespeare’s Hamlet 

who uses flowers as a symbol of grief.  

To quote from Ophelia’s speech in the event of her father Polonius’ death: 

‘There's rosemary, that's for remembrance. Pray you, love, remember. And there is a 

pansy, that's for thoughts’. The poignant sense of loss becomes visually available 

from Exhibit 1. Another remarkable depiction could be Pre-Raphaelite William 
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Holman Hunt’s illustration of Tennyson’s ‘The Lady of Shalott’ 1888-1905 (Exhibit 4) 

which can be compared to another painting by John William Waterhouse, The Lady 

of Shalott, 1888, (Exhibit 3) taking after the same character. The Pre-Raphaelites 

were quite enthusiastic about Shakespeare but also took up a range of fascinating 

sacred, mythological and profane themes derived from diverse literary sources from 

the Bible to popular contemporary authors. 

‘Literature was always as important as fine art to the Pre-Raphaelites; their 

paintings are often inspired by subjects from the bible, medieval romances, and 

Arthurian legends, Ovid, Chaucer and Shakespeare. However, it is in their 

relationship to contemporary poetry that their avant-garde spirit is indisputably 

evident. In 1848, Rossetti and Holman Hunt drew up a list of ‘Immortals’, or artistic 

heroes, which included not only canonical writers such as Homer, Dante Alighieri 

and Boccaccio, but also recent predecessors and contemporaries such as 

Byron, Keats, Shelley, Longfellow, Emerson, Poe, Tennyson, Elizabeth Barrett 

Browning, Robert Browning and Thackeray’, notes Dinah Roe in her 2014 article 

‘The Pre-Raphaelites’ under the theme ‘Fin de siècle’ written for the British library’. 

 

4 LITERARY TRENDS AND DEPICTION OF EMERGENT LITERARY PRINCIPLES IN 

AESTHETIC AND VISUAL CONTEXTS 

It is no wonder that the wikipedia digital humanities project accompanies the article 

on ‘Romanticism’ with Caspar David Friedrich’s painting ‘Wanderer above the Sea of 

Fog, 1818’. Elaborating on the connection, the Wikipedia essay asserts, ‘The 

importance the Romantics placed on emotion is summed up in the remark of the 

German painter Caspar David Friedrich, "the artist's feeling is his law"’. The 

Romantic stress on the poet’s subjectivity and their fad for deriving inspiration from 

the forces of Nature becomes vivid from the Exhibit 2. 

 

 
Exhibit 1 Ophelia by John Everett Millais 
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Exhibit 2 Caspar David Friedrich’s painting ‘Wanderer above the Sea of Fog, 

1818’. 

 
Exhibit 3 John William Waterhouse, the Lady of Shalott, 1888, 

 

 
Exhibit 4 The Lady of Shalott by William Holman Hunt, c. 1890-1905. 
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5 EKPHRASIS AS USEFUL EXERCISE IN LITERARY EXPRESSION OF VISUAL 

IMAGINATION 

Literature becomes all the richer when viewed in its contexts. The most undermined 

and yet most popular context for viewing literature is the visual. Words evoke 

images and images elicit verbal expression. The ancient Greek use of the practice 

called ekphrasis bears witness to the use of visuals as a literary facility.  

Astute observation does not just aid accurate descriptions but also facilitate 

expression and hence, was found as a method of training scholars in making 

statements that were lucid and could replicate a visual experience for a non-

observer. This classical practice was re-invoked by poets across times ranging from 

the Romantics like Keats as in ‘Ode on a Grecian Urn’ (1919) and modernists like 

Auden as in his poems ‘Musée des Beaux Arts’ (1938) that discusses Pieter Breughel 

the Elder’s paintings that deals with the primordial myth of the tragedy of human 

ambition remembered as ‘The Fall of Icarus’ (Exhibit 5). 

Auden makes his verse observations about Brueghel’s visual explication of 

the narrative of the Fall of Icarus in the following lines:  

‘In Breughel's Icarus, for instance: how everything turns away 

Quite leisurely from the disaster; the ploughman may 

Have heard the splash, the forsaken cry, 

But for him it was not an important failure; the sun shone 

As it had to on the white legs disappearing into the green 

Water and the expensive delicate ship that must have seen 

Something amazing, a boy falling out of the sky, 

Had somewhere to get to and sailed calmly on’ (Auden’s ‘Musee des Beaux 

Arts’). 

The same poem tells of events that rather coldly predate the Birth of Christ 

suggesting ‘The Massacre of the Innocents’ and the ‘Census at Bethlehem’.  It is of 

interest to note that William Carlos Williams also repeated an ekphrastic analysis of 

Brughel’s work in 1962 which is based on an old narrative. Furthermore, Auden’s 

later poem ‘The Shield of Achilles’ (1952) links the modern world ravaged by war 

with the Homeric shield crafted by Hephaestus for Thetis’ war-mongering son. 

 

6 EXPLORING THE VARIOUS CONTEXTS VISUALLY 

For an Indian student, a visual of an attic room, a portico, a balustrade, a colonnade 

or a boulevard can work wonders towards familiarization of the literary text which 

can be a watershed moment towards comprehension and analysis of the poetic or 

prose text. 

The inhabited landscape, the layout of a building where the characters 

reside and the costumes that the characters wear when vividly evoked open up for 

clearer comparisons with objects and persona derived from different geographical, 

historical, cultural and economic contexts. 

It will be of as much value to show a digital map of Latin America or the 

Caribbean when discussing Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s texts as to compare the 

artworks of Frieda Kahlo to illustrate ‘magic realism’ as a literary approach. 

While discussing French revolution Baroque art, when dealing with Gothic 

literature, the Gothic revival and twelfth-century Gothic architecture and when 
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demonstrating Modernism, a reference to Salvador Dali’s ‘Persistence of Memory’ or 

Le Corbusier’s buildings in Chandigarh may be of inestimable use. 

“Previous studies have shown that visual narratives facilitated reading 

comprehension among students with low prior knowledge of reading contents, 

which Eitel, Scheiter, and Schuler (2013) explained by an increase in reading ease 

due to inclusion of graphics.”(3) 

“Nevertheless, data from studies of children producing visual narratives 

imply that fluent populations can create structured narratives as young as 7 years 

old. Studies in Japan, where people read manga (“comics”) prevalently throughout 

their lives, indicate that nearly all 6-year-olds can draw coherent visual narratives, 

often with complex framing changes (Wilson, 1988). (4) 

The visual aids would provide a cue to the learners thus supporting them in 

their reading drills and laying the foundation for a rich literary analysis and 

preparing them to deal with more complex themes. 

 

7 OVERCOMING THE ALIENATION IN CLASSROOMS WITH ENGLISH AS SECOND 

LANGUAGE 

A relatively arduous task of creating empathy for literary subjects in classrooms 

where a majority of students hold English as a foreign language turns easy when the 

lessons are complemented by visual depictions of similar objects populating the 

English landscape and cultural scene creating points of similarity, affiliation and 

identification. This is not the adopted orientation of a deracinated native or even 

symptomatic of a postcolonial subject’s inability to break free of the colonial 

hangover but rather emerges from the possibility of finding the shared archetypes, 

basic modes of living across cultures and ultimately, the common humanity. 

 

When teaching Keats’ ‘Ode to Autumn’, consider the second stanza, where the 

pictures of a granary floor, winnowing, half-reaped furrows, poppy flowers, scythe, a 

swath, a gleaner, a brook, intertwined climbers, a cyder-press could bring the subject 

nearer home. To quote at length:  

‘Who hath not seen the oft amid thy store? 

Sometimes whoever seeks abroad may find 

Thee sitting careless on a granary floor, 

Thy hair soft-lifted by the winnowing wind; 

Or on a half-reap'd furrow sound asleep, 

Drows'd with the fume of poppies, while thy hook 

Spares the next swath and all its twined flowers: 

And sometimes like a gleaner thou dost keep 

Steady thy laden head across a brook; 

Or by a cyder-press, with patient look, 

Thou watchest the last oozings hours by hours’ (Stanza 2. Keats’ Ode ‘To 

Autumn’). 

So the design of the current study is to investigate about the influence of 

visuals on the mind of learners for whom English may not be their first language. It 

would be highly relevant for the teachers to incorporate certain visual techniques 

which would remove the sense of alienation among the group of learners and hence 
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define a new architecture of learning mechanism with a multimodal communicative 

system. 

 

8 CONCLUSION 

It can be suggested that visuals aid vocabulary, diction and comprehension in the 

classroom making way for clearer analysis of text under study. The metaphorical as 

well as literal meanings are more accessible as symbols take graphic forms 

observable by the sensing/observing eye not just the mental eye. Visual language 

fluency would have a positive influence on the learners as they can decipher the text 

in a multimodal manner which would maximize the benefit to a great extent. The 

learner would thus be prompted to enjoy the communicative benefits and attune 

oneself for integrated learning.  

 
Exhibit 5 Pieter Brueghel the Elder’s ‘Landscape with the Fall of Icarus’ (c. 

1560) 
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FAMILY AND PERSONAL MEMORY IN THE POETRY OF A K RAMANUJAN 

 

Dr. Pratima Rai 

Assistant Professor, Sabarmati University, Ahmedabad, Gujarat 

 

Abstract- A K Ramanujan was born to a South Indian Srivaishnava Brahmin Family 

in Mysore in the year 1929. His father was a famous professor of mathematics while 

his mother was a housewife. He was well versed in English, Tamil and Kannada. 

Around the time he entered college he became interested in Kannada poetry, met 

Kannada poets, began writing in Kannada and English and soon was publishing in 

Kannada magazines. He later went to the United States of America on a scholarship 

to study folklore and linguistics at Indiana University and later settled in USA. He 

was awarded Padmshri in 1976 from the government of India for his contribution to 

literature and a McArthur fellowship in 1983. In 1990, he was elected to the 

American Academy of Arts and sciences. Throughout his creative writing Ramanujan 

has brought out three volumes of English poetry, titled The Striders (1966), 

Relations (1971), and The Second Sight (1986). Besides, this he has translated many 

Tamil and Kannada scriptures into English, and these are- Fifteen Poems from a 

Classical Tamil Anthology (1965), The Interior Landscape (1967), Samskara or A 

Rite for a Dead Man, Hymns for the Drowning (1981), Poems of Love and War 

(1985), No Lotus in the Navel (1969), Speaking of Siva (1972). 

 

One of the most identifying qualities of Ramanujan’s poetry is its Indianness. Indian 

Myth and history, Indian people and their customs, India’s rich cultural and spiritual 

heritage: mingling of all these ingredients resulted in beautiful compositions by 

Ramanujan. He has not disassociated with India despite his long stay in abroad. 

Several poems by Ramanujan are dedicated to Indian theme, especially the Hindu 

poems- “A Hindoo to his Body’, ‘The Hindu: he reads Gita and is always calm at all 

events’, ‘The Hindoo: He Does Not hurt a Fly or Spider Either’ and ‘The Hindoo: The 

Only Risk’. All these poems have India as background and treatment. The theme of 

these poems is greatly inspired by ‘Bhagwad Gita’. Beside these poems there are 

several other poems, which dealt with Indian background i.e., “Poona train Window’,  

‘Some Indian Uses of history on a rainy Day’, ‘Small Town, South India’, ‘Old Indian 

Belief’, and ‘Prayers to Lord Murugan’. 

Nostalgia and diaspora, which is about cultural identity, conflicted identities, 

multilingualism or rootedness, the sense of loss of roots and ethnic identity, also 

emerges as major theme in the poetic collections of A K Ramanujan and his 

translations. Memories of places, cuisines, only- in- India situations, or simply 

description of the things as they were are abundantly found in his poems. In 

Ramanujan’s poetry too we get the sense of nostalgia, search and quest for identity, 

pain and suffering due to separation from his motherland, cultural and ethnic 

dominance of migrant country and above all the struggle to preserve his own culture 

and tradition through his poetic sensibility. This struggle and Indianness of 

Ramanujan’s poetry can be marked in a poem like, ‘Conventions of Despair’, in which 

the poet says-  
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‘But sorry, I cannot unlearn  

conventions of despair. 

They have their pride. 

I must seek and will find 

my particular hell only in my Hindu mind’.  

(The Striders. 34) 

 Going through Ramanujan’s poems we can get deep influence of classical 

Indian Myths, Puranas, Upanishads, and above all great interest for his own family 

connections and relatives. The memories of his childhood and youth- as is the case 

with all of us- never leave him alone, and he usually writes about them with a sense 

of nostalgia and reminiscence and relation. This also enables him to establish his 

contact with the land and people of his birth and education to continue his relentless 

search for ‘roots’. As a poet Ramanujan created many poetical works which were 

based on family themes, on his Indian associations, on his great forefathers and kith 

and kin. Family members generate the intense poetic heat in him, and he can’t rest 

until he has unlocked his pent up feelings and thought about them. 

 

In his first published volume of poetry, The Striders (1971), we have very few poems 

that have direct connections with poet’s family or relatives, but we witness some 

clear references to them here and there. Such a poem is ‘Snakes’ in which Ramanujan 

talks about his mother, who was very superstitious. The poem also talks about the 

poet’s childhood fear from snakes. He said that while walking in a museum of quartz 

or the aisles of book stalks he ‘thinks of snakes’. He sees snakes twirling and hissing- 

the black deadly cobras. Talking about his mother he says that she adopts a 

reverential attitude towards the snakes and offers milk to- 

A basketful of ritual cobras: 

Mother gives them milk 

in saucers. She watches them suck 

and bare the black-line design 

etched on the brass of the saucer. 

The snakeman wreathes their wreathing 

round his neck 

for father’s smiling 

money. But I scream.” (The Striders. 4-5) 

On the contrary the poet scared too much of the snakes and spent ‘a restless 

night’, as i.e. the ‘nights full of ghosts’. This poem is not only about poet’s nostalgic 

recollection about his past but in my view it shows the Indian tradition of love and 

humanity. India is known as a country of snakes and saints. Western countries 

categorize snakes as a dangerous species, while in India snakes are worshipped for 

their mythical significance. They are told to be the chariot of lord Vishnu, named 

Sheshnaaga, while lord Shiva carries them as garland. In this way this poem throws 

light on one of the prevalent Indian customs and rituals- that of offering the milk to 

nagas (cobras or snakes). Through this poem Ramanujan tries to highlight his 

interest in Indian Myths and Puranas. Though when he says ‘I think of snakes’, it 

shows his fear as well as it seems he wants to get rid of the horrible memories of 



 
 

PRAGMATIC APPROACHES IN THE DOMAIN OF TEACHING ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE FROM PRIMARY TO HIGHER EDUCATION 

Page | 35  
 
 
 

 

past. Fear of his childhood haunts him so badly that his present got affected. Bruce 

King explain this situation in such words. 

 The poem is concerned with psychology, especially the anxiety of someone 

who lived in various cultures and retains difficult-to explain emotions resulting from 

his past. Paradoxes are a feature of these poems where the past is linked to the 

present in strange, unpredictable ways. (King....79)  

 

Another poem, which deals with history and past is, ‘Still Another for Mother’. This 

poem is a beautiful mixture of present with past memories and desire. The poem 

begins with description of an old woman ‘beside the wreckage van/on Hyde Park 

Street, who, looks like some friend’s mother, fights with her husband continuously. 

Due to this the poet is unable to take rest even. Suddenly the poet jumped into past 

days and think about his mother and ‘a nineteenth century black pillared silent 

house’- 

Like the heavy door 

of my mother’s black pillared, nineteenth century  

silent house, given on her marriage day 

to my father, for a dowry.  

(The Striders….15) 

 

Another poem in which Ramanujan deals with his mother’s religious nature is 

“Ecology”. The poem is about the season of rain when trees are full of flowers. At 

poet’s house too three “red Champak trees” burst into flower and giving mother her 

first blinding migraine 

Of the season  

(Second Sight… 124) 

 

Ramanujan wants to cut down the trees but his mother does not allow him to do so 

because for her the trees were source of smelling flowers- 

to her gods and her daughters 

and daughter’s daughters basketfuls 

of annual flower (…125) 

 

Though its smell caused ‘a dower of migraines in season’. Like many other poems i.e. 

“Snakes”, “Still Another for Mother” (The Striders), and “Of Mothers Among Other 

Things” (Relations) this one too talks about the religious nature of his mother. 

Ramanujan recalls the memory of his “nineteenth century black pillared house” of 

“Still Another for Mother” again in the poem “Ecology” and says- 

no door could shut out from our black- 

pillared house  

whose walls had ears and eyes. (…..124) 

 

According to Ramanujan the closest to heart and soul human relations is that of 

mother. Ramanujan could never free himself from the acute sense of loss and agony 

connected with his mother’s sweet memory. The poem ‘Of Mother’s Among Other 

Things’ deals with poet’s sense of loss connected with his mother. At the same time 
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it throws light on the condition of women in Indian society. They had to bare all the 

responsibilities of family without thinking about themselves. Poet’s mother too used 

to do hard work. In this poem the poet encompasses ‘the mother’s youth, her care for 

the crying cradles, her hard working nature, unmindful of the rains and the fluttering 

loose sarees, and her great domestic responsibility. This poem is rich in imagery as 

the poet compares his mother’s hand with’ a wet eagle’s two black pink- crinkled 

feet’- 

‘…. I see my mother run back 

from rain to the crying cradles. 

 The rains tack and sew  

 

With broken thread the rags 

of the tree- tesselled light. 

But her hands are a wet eagle’s 

Two black pink-crinkled feet,’ 

 (Relations, 61) 

 

Again – 

‘Her sarees 

Do not clinge: they hang, loose 

feather of a onetime wing. (…. 61) 

 

He again is lost in the flash of memories and remembers his mother as a young lady- 

‘I smell upon this twisted 

black bone tree the silk and white 

petals of my mother’s youth. 

From her ear- rings three diamonds 

Splash a handful of needles,’ (……61) 

 

The change in the mother that time has brought so overwhelmed him that he says- 

My cold parchment tongue licks bark 

in the mouth when I see her four 

still sensible fingers slowly flex 

to pick a grain of rice from the kitchen floor. (…..61) 

 

Considering these lines S. Nagarajan says- 

“The metaphors in the first two lines emphasize the futility of the poet’s 

language to express the rough, bitter taste of the memory and the last two 

lines provide an irresistible “objective correlative’ of the emotion”. 

(Nagrajan, 32) 

 

Bruce King has analysed the theme of Ramanujan’s poetry in a very systematic way 

in “Three Indian Poets” as he says- 

Ramanujan’s poetry often returns to such paradoxical concerns as the way 

in which the present is rooted in a past which itself changes by being looked at 

through the eyes of the present, the way identity is unstable and is continually being 
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redefined, the way life is both determined and irrational, the indifference of the 

universe, the truth and absurdity of Hindu notions of reincarnation as seen through 

the eyes of modern science, the difficulties of human relations (especially between 

men and women), and the absurdities of expressing ideas from one language in 

another. (King…. ) 

                    Another person who is dearer to Ramanujan is his grandmother. He loves 

to call her ‘granny’. Through his grandmother Ramanujan tries to preserve the old 

tradition of storytelling to the younger generation by grandfathers or grandmothers, 

while going to bed. Ramanujan’s grandmother used to tell him stories of Indian 

mythical heroes and famous stories of gods and goddesses, Puranas and Upanishads. 

The result was of development of deep knowledge of Indian myths in Ramanujan. 

Ramanujan devoted the poem ‘Lines to Granny’ and ‘In Opposable Thumb’ to his 

great granny. In the first stanza the picture of a blind boy, of a muslin weaver, is 

shown while the last stanza is dedicated to his granny. She is represented in ‘In 

Opposable Thumb’ as a charming taleteller of the wandering prince in search of his 

princess who is totally prepared to go with him. Also she is presented as a heavy 

personality, “rolling her elephant leg/ like a log in a ruined mill”, and having just one 

finger out of five- a real thumb. The one common image in the three stanzas is that of 

‘Five- Finger Exercises’. From the image of the finger, the poet is led to narrate the 

real plight of this old woman- there is only one finger left on her paw and that is ‘a 

real thumb’. Her husband in rage chopped off the other four fingers one Sunday 

morning half a century ago.  

We have several poems in the three volumes of Ramanujan that 

concentrates on various family members of his family beside his mother and 

grandmother like brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts, cousins, daughters and sons.  

Through the poems like “A Leaky Tap After a Sister’s Wedding”, “On the 

Very Possible Jaundice of an Unborn Daughter”, “Looking for a Cousin on a Swing” 

(all from The Striders), “Real Estate”, “Small Scale Reflection on a Great House”, and 

“History” (all from Relations), “Element of Composition”, “Ecology”, “Son to Father to 

Son”,  and “Extended Family” (all from The Second Sight), the poet unfurls different 

aspects of the Hindu family system, which does not break up with marriages ( as in 

the West) but gets consolidates with the induction of each new member ( as in 

India).  

 

“A Leaky Tap after a Sister’s wedding” is a beautiful blend of memory of the poet’s 

sister with a tiny incident about a leaky tap that is creating irritating noise and 

nuisance to members of the family. The first two lines of the poem describe the 

leakage of the tap, which sounds like “mallet touches of Silversmiths next door”. In 

the next few lines the poet jumps into the memory of his sister’s wedding ceremony. 

He recalls his sisters who were- 

…..of various sizes, 

one was ripe for a husband 

and we were not poor.  

(The Striders, 9) 

Ramanujan tells about the preparations taking place for marriage ceremony 

such as silversmiths were giving final touch to the ornaments. And also the speaker’s 
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misunderstanding of a summer woodpecker’s sound “peck-peck-Peck-pecking 

away/at that tree/ behind the kitchen, to a silversmith working for his sister’s 

wedding- 

But no 

That was no silversmith next door 

Working for my sister’s wedding. 

It is a summer woodpecker 

peck-peck-Peck-pecking away 

at that tree 

behind the kitchen. (….9) 

 

The poem ends again with the sister’s memory- 

My sister and I have always wished a tree 

could shriek or at least writhe 

like that other snake 

we saw  

under the beak 

of the crow. (…. 10) 

 

In the poem “Looking for a Cousin on a Swing” memory plays a vital role. The poem 

is about a childhood experience of poet with his girl cousin. The poet was six or 

seven years old while the cousin was only four or five years old. The speaker very 

wittily describes the first feeling of desire for other sex while playing on the village 

swing- 

with every lunge of the swing 

she felt him 

in the lunging pits 

of her feelings; (…..19) 

Though the poet did not forget to mention that he and his cousin were 

‘innocent about it’. Now the same girl has grown up into a mature girl, residing in a 

city and she goes on searching for companions of her passion. Even she is ready to 

offer herself to any stranger but for asking ‘if someone suddenly sneezed’. Here the 

poet’s tone becomes satiric when he says she ‘tries to be innocent about it’. 

 

There is another poem ‘Real Estate’ on poet’s relationship with his cousin brother. In 

poet’s view his cousin is a man of the world by all means. He is full of worldly 

wisdom and somehow related to the real estate business or interested in buildings 

as he is so aware of the buildings that he can tell their gender ‘by one look at the 

basement’. Poet called him ‘architect of vertical future’, ‘man of vision with a perfect 

eye for parallax’. He is described as- 

…….he has compasses 

in his rods and cones. 

Where he is 

there are cranes in the sky, pigeons 

in the not yet plaza. (Relations…91) 
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He is a humanist who can perfectly calculate ‘stress and strain on woods and steel, 

on liver and lower brain’ even. The poem is full of irony and humor. His cousin is 

always ready to help people in times of need. He has soft corner for widows and ‘the 

clerk who lost his head in that altitude’. Despite all these things the poet’s cousin 

could not stop sprouting of mushrooms in the children’s room after rains as well as 

rotting of timber bought years ago for poet’s uncle’s ‘very carefully imagined houses’. 

The closing lines are full of irony as poet says- 

Only we, our uncle’s nephew’s, know 

Windows without walls 

Or the kinds of grass that grow 

In the twinkle of an uncle’s eye (……..92) 

The tone bears it out that the poet’s uncle could not have a well- covered house 

because of the dreamy nature of his cousin. “Ramanujan adds”, says A. N. Dwivedi, “a 

touch of intimacy and authenticity to his Indianness by dwelling largely on his family 

and relations”.  

 

Ramanujan left his motherland for better opportunities but sense of the loss of roots 

used to disturb his mind. In many of his poems the theme for the loss of roots and 

identity can be seen through which the poet is trying to show his mental condition. 

‘Self Portrait’ is one of such poems in which the loss of roots is reflected in the 

distorted image in the mirror. Torn by opposing values, the poet reveals his helpless 

position through the following lines- 

I resemble everyone 

but myself. (The Striders 23) 

 

The mirror instead of reflecting the poet’s image, ‘despite the well known laws/ of 

optics’, reflects the portrait of a stranger. The mirror is distorted, thus the speaker’s 

quest for identity is in vain. The mirror reflects the image of his father. The portrait 

of the stranger is signed by his father: 

despite the well-known laws 

of optics, 

the portrait of a stranger, 

date uknown, 

often signed in a corner 

by my father. (….. 23) 

In the poem father represents stable values, with which the son has 

disassociated himself. The loss of value in the son is metaphorically represented by 

loss of image in the mirror. But the son has a great influence of his parental inherit or 

traditional values so he cannot detach himself from all these things. Thus the 

signature of his father is his reminder that these values cannot be easily and entirely 

forsaken. The father is then the poet’s connection with his inherited culture. Though 

his search for identity is futile, yet a part of his identity is preserved in his father. 

‘Self Portrait’ thus becomes the main theme in Ramanujan’s quest for identity. Since 

the father is the central figure in the poem, the themes of his poems are bound to be 

familiar in the context. 
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There are quite a few poems in which Ramanujan writes about his father and 

his mother. Sometimes, his portrayal of his father approximates to “scornful 

sarcasm” but he describes his mother always with love, admiration and adoration. 

The Wobbly Top’, is another such poem which recalls poet’s father’s memory and the 

beautiful relation in between a father and son. Poet remembers ‘a wobbly top’, given 

as a gift by his father, which was dearer to him. It was given to him as a 

compensation for quarrel. The top retains, scars within which are not visible, 

because of the top’s fast rotation. Actually the poet is comparing himself with the top 

and felt that he too had scars of imperfection, which were lost temporarily in the fast 

spinning of the top. The top therefore, stands for the memory of the father. In the 

words of Niranjan Mohanty-  

Like the top, the memory of his father moves with in the poet so fast that it 

appears still, it does away with its scars. The top as a gift illustrates the vastness of 

the relationship between father and the son. Thus the poem begin with the image of 

the father, but gets concluded with the vastness of a relationship to which the son is 

exposed’. (Mohanty….40) 

 Defining the mental status of the poet A. N. Dwivedi says, 

The memory of his childhood and youth, as it is in the case with all of us, never 

leave him alone and he usually writes about them with a sense of nostalgia and 

reminiscence and relation. This also enables him to establish his contact with the 

land and people of his birth and education and to continue his relentless search for 

roots. (Dwivedi….82)  

 

‘In the Zoo’ Ramanujan nostalgically remembers his father- 

‘Into the rain, his baggy umbrellas with three ribs 

 broken by his sons in a fencing match and 

three by last year’s wind’ (Second Sight…60) 

and further he remembers the ‘Magic Carpet Story’ told by his father and the 

incident when he was ‘mopping the kitchen’ at the time his mother was ill. He 

remembers also his father’s habit of slapping soap on his back and thinking ‘in 

proverbs’ in the poem ‘The Extended Family’. In ‘Son to Father to Son’ poet recalls 

the event at the age of five.  He used to dream of father, ‘his beard a hanging hive’ 

and scream 

at the hair on his hands 

As they held me close 

to ask me why.’ (…..60) 

 

The element of nostalgia takes Ramanujan back to the days when he left for the US in 

a small poem “Farewell”. In this poem the poet unfurls the memory of his mother. He 

remembers mother’s concern regarding him, and she advise him to follow the 

traditional things- 

“Mothers farewell had no words, 

no tears, only a long look 

that moved on your body 

from top to toe. 

With the advice that you should 
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 not forget your oil bath 

every Tuesday 

when you go to America.” (The Black Hen…259)     

 

At one place Ramanujan recalls his father’s sudden death in fruit market due to 

Heart attack in the year 1953. In the poem entitled ‘From where’ Ramanujan refers 

to his father’s death and pitiable condition of his mother after his death. He says- 

“…cutting across the bangles broken 

on mother’s hour of widowhood, things taken 

for lost like father and his unspoken dying 

thought in the fruit market in ’53.”  

(The Black Hen….271) 

 

In these poems we find that Ramanujan is trying to connect himself from his own 

origin through the memories of family and native land. Through these images he 

makes an attempt to renew himself. He revisits his past images to remove the 

shallowness of his solitary life in an alien land. These poems get concluded with a 

peculiar plight of the self that has to depend “on several/ people/ yet to/ come” for 

his future. In words of Niranjan Mohanty. 

The self leaves its central position, moves to periphery to establish its 

connection with other points, and comes back to the original position at the centre, 

acquiring the wisdom of self- discovery. The process of self- discovery does not, 

however, romanticize the ‘other outside’ the self nor does it romanticize the self”. 

(Mahanty….) 

The poem ‘History’ is a fine example of diasporic writing where we find 

juxtaposition of past events with momentous Indian rituals. This poem is about a 

past event took place at poet’s childhood. Ramanujan in his characteristics of mock- 

ironic attitude, deflates the grandeur of history, as he does in case of rituals, tradition 

and death. To him, history doesn’t constitute merely grand events. In fact, it is made 

of basically ordinary events, which always have their origin in familial source; 

History is also not something constant. Historical perspectives keep on changing 

when new facts come to light. Bruce King rightly says that, ‘the learning of new facts 

puts the facts of the past into a different perspective’. That is why the poet begins the 

poem with a generalization, using the title of the poem in its content.    

History, 

which usually 

changes slowly, 

changes sometimes 

during a single conversation:  

(Relations…109)  

 

It opens with description of ‘petite little aunt’ and ‘two great aunt’s daughter’ ‘one 

dark one fair’, unknown to each other, as described by poet’s mother. Poet 

remembers death of his great aunt. Her body was laid out in the garden where child 

poet was looking for his ‘never lost ball’ under the cot. There he saw his two little 

aunts who were leaned on great aunt’s body and were looking for something. The 



 
 

PRAGMATIC APPROACHES IN THE DOMAIN OF TEACHING ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE FROM PRIMARY TO HIGHER EDUCATION 

Page | 42  
 
 
 

 

child poet could not understand at that moment the motif of them but as he grew up 

he was told by his mother that two aunts were taking all jewelries of great aunts 

from her body, except the gold in her teeth- 

“of diamond ear- rings, 

bangles, anklets, the pin 

in her hair, 

the toe- rings from her wedding 

the previous century, 

all except the gold 

in her teeth and the silver g- string 

they didn’t know she wore 

her napkins on.” (…… 107)   

 

The ornaments described are those that would belong to a typical South Indian 

orthodox Brahmin woman. The poet proceeds to describe an Indian custom. In 

Hindu tradition a dead body is cleaned or washed before cremation to the great 

disgust 

of the orthodox widows 

who washed her body 

at the end. (……108)        

 

At the same time the poem reflects that death is a momentous event in an Indian 

family. It ends with a ironic situation with petite little aunt’s strange expression on 

face when she realized her duplicity was known to all.  

                ‘On the Very possible Jaundice of an Unborn Daughter’ touches zenith of 

imagination as the poet talks about a possible attack of dreaded disease of jaundice 

to his daughter who is still unborn. The treatment and the content of the poem is 

completely and purely imaginary. This poem consists of four quatrains, it moves step 

by step towards the creation of a situation in which the possible jaundice upon his 

daughter becomes inescapable. According to A. N. Dwivedi- 

It is a great relief to know that the daughter is nowhere in existence and 

hence the dreaded disease so speculated is out of reckoning. Thus we feel a sigh of 

relief at the close of the poem.  

               In the poem ‘Extended Family’ of the third book ‘Second Sight’ the theme 

related to the memories of family members and relations continues. The opening 

two lines of the poem give detail how poet’s grandfather used to take bath before the 

village crow and the poet tries to imitate him. Then he skips to his father and tells us 

the way he used to slap the soap on his back noisily and in thinking in proverbs. The 

poet too resembles his father’s habits and dries himself with a Turkish towel. Like 

his mother he hears the faint morning songs. He imitates his daughter, his small son, 

his grandson, and the great grandson, who is still unborn. The poem ends with a 

note- 

my future  

dependant  

on several 

people 
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yet to come 

(Second Sight 169) 

 

Thus we see that the poem is a combination of past, present and future, “in its simple 

seeming, yet subtle texture and thus squeezes time and universe, as though into a 

ball.” 

                The poem ‘Anxiety’ too is full of Images. Through these images the Persona 

is trying to show his state of mind on a strange land. The rootedness and cultural 

separation arises in him fear and anxiety, but the fear and anxiety are completely 

deferent from each other. The poem starts with description of ‘anxiety’ which is 

compared with ‘fear tree’. According to the poet anxiety is infinite. Comparing it with 

a fear tree he said that unlike fear tree it has branches, naked roots, and secret twigs.  

Not branchless as the fear tree, 

It has naked roots and secret twigs. 

Not geometric as the parabolas 

 of hope, it has loose ends 

with a knot at the top 

that’s me. (The Striders….29) 

 

The poet is actually representing himself through the image of ‘loose ends/ with a 

knot at the top’, and he confirms it in the very next line when he says-‘that’s me’. The 

comparison does not stop here, he again mentions parabolas of hope which have 

strong ends, but anxiety has loose ends/ with a knot at the top. And further depiction 

of eloping gaiety of waters to show another nature of anxiety like it is ‘unwakeful 

and drowsy by temperament’- 

Not wakeful in its white-snake 

glassy ways like the eloping gaiety of waters, 

it drowses, viscous and fibered as pitch. (..29) 

 

All the elemental things have been set into motion by anxiety, and they all have 

changed their natural look and colour. But while these elements have found suitable 

metaphors to express themselves, anxiety has found none as he says in the closing 

lines- 

But anxiety 

can find no metaphor 

to end it. (29) 

 Very skillfully the poet articulates the endlessness of anxiety in this poem.  

               Another poem related to recollected memory is ‘Breaded Fish’ in which the 

poet describes a past event about the miserable death of a fisherwoman due to 

which he was unable to eat breaded fish- 

Specially for me, she had some breaded 

fish: even thrust a blunt- headed 

smelt into my mouth: 

and looked hurt when I could 

neither sit nor eat (…..7) 
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The poet thinks that the woman must have been busy supplying fish despite the risk 

involved in it. He remembers- 

a dark half- naked 

length of woman, dead 

on the beach in a yard of cloth, (…..7) 

 

The poet has great sympathy for the dead woman which reflects in the following 

lines- 

I headed 

for the shore, my heart beating in my mouth (7).  

“a hood/ of memory like a coil on a heath/ opened in my eyes” is a startling 

image drawn from a deadly snake. According to A N Dwivedi,  

 

Ramanujan has built his artistic house on a solid foundation of concrete and mortar. 

His poem of family and relations and Indian associations are derived directly from 

his experience and knowledge and they ensure the continuity of a rich traditional 

culture.   

Again the very title of the poem “Which Reminds Me” suggests the 

unpredictable relationship of experience to memory and art and this is the poem’s 

theme too. This is about an Indian folktale, in which a thrown away seed fills- 

with child the mangy palace dog 

under the windows, 

leaving the whole royal harem- barren.(The Striders….25)  

 

Ramanujan has brought out three volumes of English poetry- The Striders (1971), 

Relations (1971), and Second Sight (1986). If we have a deep look on his collection of 

poems we will find that they display his enthusiasm and interest for his family 

connections and relatives. In the words of A N Dwivedi- 

The memories of his childhood and youth, as it is the case with all of the us, 

never leave him alone, and he usually writes about them with a sense of nostalgia 

and reminiscence and relation, this also enables him to establish his contact with the 

land and the people of his birth and education and to continue his relentless search 

for ‘roots’. (Dwivedi) 

 ‘On Memory’ is one such poem. The closing lines of the poem, 

Memory, 

 in a crowd of memories, seems 

to have no place 

at all for unforgettable things 

(The Striders…21) 

tells the emotions and feelings of the poet regarding his past memories which are 

unforgettable. In the views of E.V. Ramakrishnan- 

It is the unforgettable thing that constitutes the self and defines one’s 

identity. As opposed to the static and mechanical memory which merely stores 

information, these “memories” constitute an inner continuity, making it possible to 

connect the present self with the past. (Ramkrishnan) 
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This poem is a minute detail of events that have happened in poet’s day-to-

day life. Poet’s memory is so sharp that he challenges not to forget even the nursery 

rhymes of jack and Jill or of Tipu Sultan. He retains in his memory the cosmetic use 

of gold during the Gupta period and an item of costume in Shakespeare’s times. He 

can also tell about ‘an eagle blotch’ on a wall and about ‘the feel of a diamond 

scratch’ on the wedding ring of an acquaintance. At the closing of the poem the poet 

defines memory as     

Memory, / in a crowd of memories, seems/ to have no place/ at all for 

unforgettable things.  

E V Ramakrishnan calls memories “the third dimension of our identity”. 

(Ramakrishnan.. 96)  

 

Beside these poems there are several poetic pieces by Ramanujan that are 

based on family and his kith and kin. 

When Ramanujan moved to Chicago, abstract memories of his past life in 

India were also in his memories, which are reflected in his poems.  

Like a haunted dear 

in the wide white 

salt land 

 a flayed hide 

turned inside out 

one may run, 

escape. 

But living 

among relations 

binds the feet. (Relations: 55) 

 

These lines are taken as an epigraph by Ramanujan for his second volume of poetic 

collection ‘The Relations’. These lines are translated from a classical Tamil anthology 

written during 1st –3rd centuries AD. The very last lines of the epigraph show the 

central theme of the second volume of poetry i.e. family and relations. In few poems 

of the first volume also the poet referred to his family members and his place of 

origin. However, this volume consists of poems based only on the recollected 

memories of the family, relations, and his great Indian culture. S. Nagrajan says.  

The poems in the earlier volumes have as their origin in recollected 

personal memories. They deal with the poet’s memory of his relations and the 

ambiguous freedom that life away from them confers. (Nair…. 29) 

 

We see the poet is making an attempt to connect himself with his past in these 

poems. Sometimes the poet tries to become an integral part of an inherited culture 

but suddenly he realizes that he would like to be a marginal man in spite of being an 

‘Original Man’ (Conventions of Despair). And he accepts that- 

……I cannot unlearn 

Conventions of despair. 

They have their pride. 

I must seek and will find 
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my particular hell only in my hindu mind…….     

(Conventions of Despair, 34)   

And that’s why he cries- 

Connect! Connect! Cries my  

disconnecting 

madness.       

(Conventions of Despair, 178) 

 

To sum up it is appropriate to discuss ‘The Striders’, ‘A Poem on Particulars’. The 

major theme of the poem is ‘never changing past’. The poet believes that past cannot 

be avoided. Every human lives in memory as much as in the present. We are ever 

changing yet part of history in the same way as a growing fruit, which has its origin 

in earlier trees and seeds- 

You can sometimes count 

every orange 

on a tree 

but never 

all the trees 

in a single  

orange. (A Poem on Particulars, 53) 

 

The poet says that no one can regain the past nor present can be fixed. It is also 

impossible to ensure the future so one can in no way disown ones past. In fact one 

keeps revitalizing memory i.e. ‘past’ events. Appreciating the poetic skill of 

Ramanujan, King Says-  

Yet as so often in Ramanujan’s poems, the trope of the seed, fruit, and tree 

can be found in the Upanishads and is part of the Indian philosophical tradition. 

Ramanujan’s poems have a high degree of inter textuality with Indian literature. 

Thus in conclusion I can say that Ramanujan recreates personal, private, 

familial memories to overcome the sense of insecurity, rootlessness and alienation 

which were caused by the forces of globalization. The lack of human warmth creates 

fear of death but these memories protect and shield him from these fears and 

making his present worth and true to life. It establishes a link with the past. The 

personal memory of family, relatives and his country provide a kind of shelter to the 

poet where he feels safe, comfortable. He inhales the breeze of love under the shade 

of this family tree. The carvings of home vision are so prominent in his poetry that 

the poet sometimes sounds like a pilgrim. Despite the dominating tendency of 

globalization, the traces of cultural and familial memories in his representation are 

authentic, diverse, original and rich. 

  We find amalgamation of Indian subjectivity with the western objectivity in 

his poetic sensibility. In his poetry he neither appears as a nostalgic traditionalist 

nor a follower of modernization and westernization. He is product of both and his 

poems reflect a personality conscious of change, enjoying its vitality, freedom and 

contradictions but also aware of memories which form his inner self, memories of an 

unconscious “namelessness” which are still alive, at the foundations of the self. 

Ramanujan finds his objective correlative in the family around him. He shapes his 
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experience into poems. It displays clear pictures on family relationship in India. 

Personal memory is so dominant a theme in his poetry that it has led Parthsarthy to 

remark “the family for Ramanujan is one of the central metaphors with which 

he thinks”. 
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Abstract - 

“ English is our major window on the modern world.” 

Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru  

Language is the skill which is acquired by a child in his/her initial stage voluntarily 

through his/her surroundings. Gradually, he/she is brought into learning of other 

languages other than mother tongue.  English language whether it is taught as first 

language (L1) or second language (L2) needs different methodologies or strategy for 

different learning platforms. I strongly believe that English language teachers should 

improvise their own methodologies according to their learners, instead of applying 

the already set ones. In my opinion, the first thing taken into consideration is 

creating a child-friendly atmosphere to boost confidence. He/she should be allowed 

to express, to communicate his/her feelings, a bond should be established between 

the child and the teacher. Slowly learning of language should be induced. Here, the 

teacher’s role should be of a felicitator and of a guide. Hence, acquisition of English 

language can’t be restricted within the four walls of classrooms, we have to bring our 

generation-Z/ millennials/ netizens out to the real world, then only we will be able 

to create linguistically strong global citizens.  

English as a language was introduced to the India land with the Macaulay’s 

famous Minutes of 1835. It became the official language of India. The National Policy 

of Education adopted by the Government of India in 1968 stressed upon, “special 

emphasis should be laid on the study of English and the other international 

languages”, as world knowledge is growing at a tremendous pace, especially in 

science and technology. Therefore, it was felt that study of English has to be 

strengthened in India to make her own significant contribution to it. Pandit Nehru 

has very rightly put about the importance of teaching and learning of English, “we 

can neglect its study only at the risk of loss to ourselves.” 

English has not only attained the glory of becoming the global language but 

also a language of creating opportunities. It takes one outside one’s own community 

where there are more opportunities and path-breaking chances. M. K. Gandhi has 

also emphatically stated,” I hold its knowledge as a second language to be 

indispensable for specified Indians who have to represent the country’s interest in 

the international domain”, in his book ‘Thoughts of National Languages’. 

Now the question arises as to whether English should be taught as first or 

second language in India and what pedagogies and methodologies should be applied 

for its enhancement. The answer is, still in many schools following state board, 

where regional language or mother tongue is the medium of instruction, English is 

considered as second language whereas in CBSE, ICSE, IPSs and other equivalent 

boards English is taught as first language. According to data published under the 

authority of the Government of India, English has emerged as the second most 
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preferred medium of instruction in primary education. Acquisition of English 

Language in and outside the classroom, especially in speaking belt i.e. the state 

where I reside, Chhattisgarh needs concrete methodologies and strategies. 

First and foremost, a conducive environment for the learners, or probably 

first generation learners of English, has to be created. English language has to be 

taught scientifically. Teachers have to master themselves in different techniques and 

indigenous ways by recognizing the requirements of their students. Learners should 

be enabled to comprehend the textual contents before mastering linguistic nuances. 

Pre-Primary and Primary Levels students should be shown visuals for making 

learning easy and interesting. Albert Einstein has stated,” One picture is worth a 

thousand words.” 

Listening to good English from native speakers like recordings of English 

drama, poetry, stories, speeches, talk shows and later practicing the same will surely 

develop their vocabulary, syntax and pronunciation. There are multitude of digital 

platforms available nowadays. Gen-Z, millennials can easily access to some really 

fantastic educational apps which will be beneficial in honing their communicative 

skills. 

  Children should be encouraged to express in short and simple sentences. 

This will instill confidence in them. Then opportunities to speak publicly like, at the 

morning assembly or in class before the peers. Later in secondary and senior 

secondary classes, students should be brought to bigger platforms like organizing 

debates, group discussions, talk shows, role-play and many more such activities for 

enhancing speaking skill. Now, in this ‘New Normal’ situation, communicating with 

people online via Skype, Google Meet, WhatsApp and similar tools can also sharpen 

speaking skill of the children. 

Reading- beyond the curriculum is very effective for developing 

comprehension and global knowledge. Reading activities develop fluency in reading, 

writing and speaking the language. This also enhances critical thinking and 

imagination which are very essential in the present competitive world. Children’s 

access to print and audio-visual versions of classics specially designed for them 

should be facilitated. 

Children can be motivated towards developing writing skills in many fun 

ways. Their vocabulary can be enriched by word games, maintaining vocabulary 

notebook and corners/walls (in the school). Vistas to online authentic materials 

where access to resources should be opened like, daily news, watching trending 

videos on You Tube, reading tips on specified topics. Teachers have to be in the role 

of felicitator and guide to provide information related to these online tools. 

These are the ways by which four language skills- Listening, Speaking, 

Reading and Writing can be enhanced. Acquiring competency in English language 

can't be restricted in four walls of classrooms. Invention of Internet has transformed 

the teaching- learning process. Advancement in technology has paved path for 

innovative techniques which have metamorphosed the whole prospective of 

learning English language in physical classroom as well as outside the classroom. 

Learning outside the classroom is known to contribute significantly to 

raising standards and improving pupils' personal, social and emotional development 
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and produce wonderful outcomes. William Wordsworth in felicitous words has 

stated, 

" Let Nature be your teacher." 

Emma Shaw aptly states, "Outside, quiet children start to talk more and 

children who find it hard to be constrained begin to relax. Children need to be 

outside long enough to feel at home." 

Seeing the advantages of bringing children out of the confines of classrooms, 

I am going to share some magnificent ways of effortless and fun-based learning. 

Teachers should arrange field trips to museums, public libraries, 

exhibitions, book festival. Even they can be taken to nearby theatres or 

arrangements at school auditorium for good, meaningful English movies, music 

shows, TED talks, plays, etc. Adopting all these methods will definitely boost up 

students' interest and trigger grasping of good polished language. In Bertrand 

Russell's words, 

"More important than the curriculum is the question of the methods of 

teaching and the spirit in which the teaching is given." 

One of the most prominent boards of India’s education system is the Central 

Board of Secondary Education ‘envisagesa robust, vibrant and holistic school 

education that will engender excellence in every sphere of human endeavour.’ The 

Board promises to create intellectual, all-rounder, confident, empathetic global 

citizens. It has suggested two educational approaches for the accomplishment of the 

vision. They are- Collaborative Learning and Experiential Learning. 

Collaborative learning enriches the classrooms for students and enhances 

their understanding and promotes conversations amongst learners. It begins with 

meaningful tasks that involve students participating in negotiating roles, 

responsibilities and outcomes. Benjamin Franklin in his illustrative and befitting 

words has described the positive aspect of collaborative learning, “Tell me and I 

forget, teach me and I may remember, involve me and I learn.” 

UNESCO launched the Teaching and Learning for a Sustainable Development 

(TLSF). Acknowledging the fact learning takes shape in the way experiences are 

processed by learners, therefore Experiential Learning is adopted as a key- approach 

to student-centered learning towards a sustainable future. The students will have 

control over their own learning- over the pace of learning, method of learning, and 

over the skills they need to utilize for this learning. Further they will be able to 

evaluate, think critically, make decisions and master knowledge by constructing it. 

Experiential Learning is the future of Learning and it is the recommended pedagogy 

of almost all countries that are considered to be providing the best quality of school 

education. 

The CBSE has envisaged a wonderful idea of developing ‘ Hub of Learning’. 

Under this scheme of learning different states have launched several programmes.  

The Chhattisgarh Govt. has decided to improve the deteriorating condition of 

Primary education by focusing on improving literacy skills. For developing literacy 

skills, they have stated Room to Read and they have collaborated with Sampark 

Foundation. With the help of the Foundation an English kit has been developed 

which isa battery- operated audio device to play the role of the teacher and to create 

exciting Teaching Learning Materials.  
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There are two more innovations that have changed English language 

teaching. First is Blended Learning and second is Interactive White Board (IWB). 

Blended Learning is an approach to education which combines online educational 

materials and opportunities for interaction online with traditional place-based 

classroom methods. It requires the physical presence of both teacher and student. 

The traditional approach is ‘flipped’. Students build higher order thinking skills and 

they are moved outside the classroom. The IWB allows to save and print notes 

written on the bard, control the classroom computer from the whiteboard, play 

listening activities on the sound system, use the screen as a slide for presentation. 

These innovative tools will help the teachers in readying and shaping the perfect 

future leaders. 

In a nutshell, the teachers are to take the responsibilities of stewards and 

pioneers to mould the stakeholders in the direction of becoming powerful human 

resources. The teachers of English Language have an additional responsibility, i.e. to 

inculcate humanitarian values in their students and to develop the holistic 

perspective towards the society, the nation and the universe. He/she has to stand on 

a pedestal and accept the challenges coming on the way of acquiring the knowledge 

of English Language. Though the path may not be easy but we should remember the 

fact that a good teacher is born, not made.  I would like to conclude my paper with 

these beautiful lines of Robert Frost, 

“The woods are lovely, dark and deep, 

  But I have promises to keep,  

  And miles to go before I sleep, 

  And miles to go before I sleep.” 
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Prof. Mahavir Kumar Jain 
Assistant Professor& Head, Department of Foundation Courses, Christian 

Eminent College, Indore 
 

Abstract- Teaching English as a Second language alludes to showing the English 

language to non- native students with various first dialects. It can happen either 

inside the educational system at a language school or at home with a private mentor. 

For the most part presented in a territory where English is viewed as prevailing 

language and regular English language drenching circumstances are well-suited to 

be abundant. Teaching English as a Second Language is a great-demand subject of 

guidance that keeps on encountering development in schools the nation over. As 

youngsters from far off nations keep on moving to outside nations and select schools 

here, the quantity of understudies whose local language isn’t English keeps on 

developing. In this way, many schools have English Language Learners programs, 

otherwise called English as a Second Language, External connection, and English for 

Speakers of Other Languages. The primary purpose of this research paper is to 

throw light not he significance of Teaching English as a Second language, to identify 

the challenges and gaps in teaching and to offer recommendations and suggestions 

to bridge those gaps for the improvement of English Language. 

Keywords – Abundant, Dialects, Guidance, Mentor, Prevailing, Territory. 
The term "Teaching English as a second language" (TESL) refers to the 

process of instructing pupils who do not speak English as their first language. 

Typically offered in a region where English is the prevailing language and 

opportunities for natural English language immersion abound. Essential vocabulary 

such as family names, home goods, fundamental adjectives, and location names, as 

well as the most regularly used verbs and modal expressions, are usually the focus. 

TEFL and TESL have historically had various titles in the teaching profession; 

however, the more generic term teaching English to speakers of other languages 

(TESOL) is becoming more popular. As an umbrella term, it encompasses both TESL 

and TEFL.  

The present paper titled as “Teaching English as a second language” is 
intended to be useful to those whose mother tongue is Hindi or some other native 
language and they desire to learn English thoroughly. They wish to participate in 
day-to-day situational conversations. Not only for school and college students but 
English is useful and valuable to tourists, visitors, officials and other people. They 
want to learn basic sentence patterns to that they can use them in speaking and 
writing. There can be so many methods of Teaching English to native language 
speakers. The bilingual method of teaching English should be designed in such a way 
that the user gets familiar with Devnagari script also. The reason being, that Hindi 
sentences in the text can be transcribed in Devnagari and Roman both. The teacher 
should take care that the English rendering of Hindi sentences appears against each 
Hindi sentence. Sentences should be relevant to the text. 

The teacher should judge the level of native language speakers. If a student 
leaves in an English medium environment and has a good receptivity, he can pickup 
lessons faster. If his contacts with English speakers are limited, it will be difficult for 
him to grasp the lesson. Such students should be given fairly typical conversations 
with sufficient language materials. The teacher should tell them that their English 



 
 

PRAGMATIC APPROACHES IN THE DOMAIN OF TEACHING ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE FROM PRIMARY TO HIGHER EDUCATION 

Page | 54  
 
 
 

 

should be grammatically correct and socially acceptable. They should be made 
flexible to use suggested sentence patterns but they should not be made parrots. 
They should be allowed to use alternative patterns. It does not mean that the teacher 
makes them drill masters only. 

Teaching English as a Second Language involves many factors, Environment, 
family background, socio-economic status affect the students. If a student belongs to 
a backward family, he will feel shy and suffer from inferiority complex. For English 
medium Students English is the first language and native language is secondary. 
Hindi speaking students learn English by rote as they learn other subjects. Upper 
class society wants children should learn English as the first language. They think 
that by learning English they will be able to secure very good positions in Govt. and 
Pvt. Organizations or they can go abroad and succeed in their profession. 
If English is treated as a second language, first of all a conductive atmosphere should 
be made available to the students. Unless they hear correct and good English, they 
cant learn it. Teachers should be competent to adopt various ways for weaker 
students. They should be taught scientifically but patiently he should teach them 
some best grammatical rules so that they do not make mistakes in speaking and 
writing. They should be bilingual. Visuals should be used. Playing word games, group 
interaction and discussion, framer, Vocabulary is some of the important essentials of 
Teaching English. 

Teacher’s approach should be etymological that students can learn new 
words very quickly and permanently. They should be master at deriving new words 
from the root word. The teacher enables them to form Verbs, Nouns, Adjectives and 
Adverbs. Not only this, they should be taught how to use them appropriately. 
Memorizing words is very difficult for Hindi speaking people. So they should be 
encouraged to use familiar words first and later they should be taught using new 
words. Most of the words are not usable. Some words are very rare. So that words 
that generate interest in students should be preferred. 
The teacher can adopt various methods and approach to the students for best 
possible results: 

a) The teacher reads the dialogues first in Hindi and then translates the same 
in to English. He should allow the students to think in their mother tongue 
and speak his thoughts in English. But indirect method can be adopted in the 
beginning only. Gradually he should be able to speak by direct method i.e. to 
think in English first. 

b) The teacher can record structural and situational conversations in his voice 
and play them in the class. The students listen quietly and note new words 
to be asked. Later the teacher explains such words and asks them to use in 
their own sentences. 

c) There should be one main principle – What to say and How to say. What to 
say remains in mind. How to say requires sentence formation. Whatever is 
spoken should be grammatically correct, structural and situational. 

d) The students should be asked to imitate the teacher, His voice should be 
clear and phonetically correct, He should use pauses, right intonations, 
pictures etc. 

e) In the beginning students should be given preliminary exercises. Their 
performance should be discussed in class. Errors should be eliminated but 
they should not feel shy or inferior to others. 

This is an experimental work. In most of text books emphasis is given on 
pronounceable drills, intonations, pauses and pitches. They are very useful and 
essential to learn spoken English. For this students should be provided with some 
recordings of speeches or dialogues. It does not mean to make students drill masters. 
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They should be flexible in the use of their materials. When they practice themselves 
they will be able to find out their errors and correct them. 
There should be group practice in the class. Everybody’s performance should be 
discussed; errors should be pointed out by the teacher and given further chances to 
eliminate the errors and improve the performance. The students who can speak 
English fluently think themselves superior to native speakers. Not only at school, but 
at malls, offices and restaurants also. They feel privileged; they think English is a 
more effective language than any other language. Parents send their children to 
English medium schools and feel proud. They have more opportunities, though their 
knowledge in other subjects may be poor. At school such students get favour of their 
teachers but other students feel envious of them. The students who speak Hindi are 
neglected and treated as second class citizens. Ladies prefer men who speak English. 
They are impressed and fall in love with them. According to Thompson and Wyatt 
there are four speacial objectives to teach English as a second language: 

a) To understand spoken English. 
b) To speak English fluently. 
c) To understand written English. 
d) To write correct English. 

The teacher should be aware of these objectives before he starts. It’s a big problem 
and a difficult task also to teach English as a second language. The problems are – 

a) Fear 
b) Lack of confidence 
c) Lack of Teaching and learning skills 
d) Crowded classes 
e) Lack of teaching aids 
f) Non availability of good teachers. 
g) No English environment. 

To overcome such difficulties we can do following things: 
a) The teacher should create a conductive atmosphere in the class. 
b) Students’ confidence should be boosted high. 
c) English should be taught scinetifically. 
d) Teacher should be bilingual and he should be competent in the use of both 

languages. 
e) Teaching should be grammatically correct, practical and situational. 
f) All the four language activities should be done properly. They are speaking, 

listening, writing and reading. 
Suggestions for study: 

a) Read the sentences a littile loudly and clearly. 
b) Record your own sentences. 
c) Notice the patterns of sentences in both languages. 
d) Memorise the various forms (Verbs, Nouns, Adjectives and Adverbs) and 

use them in your spoken and written English. 
e) Enrich your vocabulary by learning antonyms, synonyms, paranyms, 

prefixes and suffixes. 
f) Write master dialogues in both the languages and try to substitute for other 

words and phrases. 
English is a difficult language to read and spell because of its odd phonetic 

system and complicated spelling patterns. But it is flexible. Its constantly adds new 
words borrows from other languages and it is very liberal in the use of words. The 
society gladly accepts new words and they become very popular and common 
among users.  A practical English Grammar written and designed by A.J Thomson 
and A.V martinet may be very helpful both for the teacher and learners of English as 
a second language. The book suggests lots of basis sentence patterns commonly used 
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in everyday life. The class should be given certain situations and frame dialogues. 
Later they can repeat substitution dialogues choosing their own variations. 
Useful Tips for Teaching English as a Second Language – 

1. Get the Right Skills and Necessary Qualifications  
2. Make It uncomplicated and effortless  
3. Use Lot of Visuals and multimedia to enhance the learning experience 
4. Make Your Lesson Plan/ Curriculum Entertaining 
5. Well Plan and Practice in Advance 
6. Create a protected and sympathetic Environment 
7. Maintain the Decoram and Set Rules for the Classroom 
8. Adopt Newfangled Language Learning Techniques. 
9. Expose students to as much of the language as possible 
10. Encourage hands-on activities inside the classroom and Promote 

participation of students with games. 
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Abstract- Fundamentally, the primary purpose of Teaching is to send and receive 
information. Ultimately, an instructor attempts his high-satisfactory to impart 
understanding the manner he understood it. The use of revolutionary techniques in 
instructional establishments has the capacity now no longer handiest to enhance 
schooling however additionally to empower people, support governance, and 
provoke the attempt to attain the human improvement purpose for the country. 
With some of the instructional alternatives to be had earlier than the prevailing 
technology of learners, the more recent tendencies appear to have emerged within 
side the subject of schooling that has completely modified the face of the 
conventional gadget of schooling. Recent tendencies, methodologies, and trends 
painting the crucial position of the schooling quarter in well-known with its 
internalization of the schooling process, the strain on great above quantity, growth 
within side the adoption of technologies, the need for expert talent, etc. The theories 
and techniques are continuously evolving within side the subject of ELT additionally. 
The research paper aims to highlight progressive approaches, pedagogical 
methodologies, and challenges of teaching English language and Literature in the 
Modern Age Classrooms and then to offer ways to overcome such challenges.  
Keywords – Highlight, Internalization, Methodologies, Pedagogical, Revolutionary, 
Tendencies. 
 
1 INTRODUCTION  
“English Language Classroom” refers to a setup wherein an English teacher stands in 
front of a class of 30 to 40 students, delivering a lecture on linguistics, phonetics, 
semantics, stylistics and grammatical framework with a specific gravity in his/her 
voice. This is the most traditional and conventional methodology of English 
Language teaching that was ubiquitous when we were in school couple of years ago. 
Although, things have changed substantially over the span of years, and though it 
was one of the most effectual methods of teaching English to young students, it no 
longer considered the same now. This is due to various reasons, maybe because the 
current generation gets exposure to the world through social media and their 
knowledge base is augmenting by the information available on the internet. The 
students nowadays are more impatient and to grab their attention, teaching 
methods need to cater to their dynamic thinking process. 

In present scenario, English Language teaching like any other subject has 
evolved significantly. Role-plays, interactive games, brief graphics, and other 
contemporary methodologies have replaced the conventional approaches such as 
facilitator-led lectures with just a chalkboard to assist and spell repetition and 
grammar worksheets. Because students are at the centre of the teaching and 
learning process, everything you teach should be relevant to their environment. 
Teachers in the twenty-first century have devised unique strategies to make learning 
more interesting and understandable, In accordance with W.B Yeats, ‘Education is 
not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire,’ the modern age educators have 
improvised specific methodologies to make learning more pleasurable and 
effortlessly comprehensible.  

The English language is the world's most spoken language, and English 
teachers have tailored their methods over the period of time to cope up with 
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contemporary state of affairs. The need for chiseled graduates to amalgamate 
lucratively in the cut-through competition of survival in an international market is in 
great demand. For this, a transformation in the trend especially the English language 
teaching has to undergo an evolution for the betterment. Seasons change, fashions 
changes, attitudes of human beings change and it is significant to note that in the last 
couple of decade’s English curriculum and ways of teaching English language in 
modern age classrooms has also been changed substantially because of global 
competitiveness and topical scenario. 
 
2 PEDAGOGICAL METHODOLOGIES AND PROGRESSIVE APPROACHES OF 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING  
In accordance with Asher and James (1982), Pedagogical Methodologies are an 
aggregation of newfangled strategies utilized by educators in modern-day 
classrooms in order to edify their students. Progressive approaches refer to 
instructors' views and ideals that can be instilled in the classroom via various 
English language teaching methodologies. If a teacher believes that language is 
communication and that learning a language entails understanding the meanings, 
functions, and applications of language, For example, if a teacher has an approach 
that language is the communication and learning a language is in fact learning the 
connotations, functions and uses of language. As a result, the strategies will be based 
on communicative language teaching and task-based learning. In the opinion of 
Freeman, Methodologies which are skilled to the educators make a foundation and 
give them thinking about the appropriate approaches and techniques according to 
the situation wherever applicable. There has been myriad approaches and 
methodologies of English Language Teaching has been evolved so far, some of them 
are as follows – 
 
2.1 Grammar Translation Method  
During the years 1840 to 1940, the grammar translation method was well approved 
and widely utilized as the most acknowledged methodology for English language 
teaching. However, this method was largely used to teach and acquire classic 
languages, particularly Latin, which was not widely spoken at the time. Learners 
were prepared to study Latin literature by acquiring the language's grammatical 
principles and vocabulary, allowing them to translate the language into their native 
and second languages. In the eighteenth century, the grammar translation method 
was severely chastised because it was discovered that it was ineffective. In the 
nineteenth century, the grammar translation technique was harshly criticised 
because it was determined that it could not meet the demands of language 
acquisition at the time. 
 
2.2 Direct Method  
The reaction to the grammar translation approach resulted in the direct method. It 
was based on the premise that learners of a foreign or second language should think 
in English first and foremost. This method opposes written and oral text translation 
and instead focuses on conveying the meanings of words through action, 
demonstration, or real-world items. This method emphasises direct thinking, 
discussion, and dialogue in the target language (Richards and Rodgers, 2001). 
Purwarno (2006) defined the direct method's goals. He defined direct technique as 
an attempt to create a link between idea and expression, as well as between 
experience and language. He defined direct technique as an attempt to create a link 
between idea and expression, as well as between experience and language. He 
defined direct technique as an attempt to create a link between idea and expression, 
as well as between experience and language. 
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2.3 Structural Approach  
The structural method essentially employs the approaches of the direct method but 
the writing and reading skills are not entirely abandoned. This method deals with 
sound based principles of language teaching and learning. According to structural 
approach, the arrangement of the words plays a pivotal role to form a suitable 
pattern and that pattern may put together the connotations of the language. Any 
language has its own kind of linguistic structure and skeleton which gives this 
language a decent appearance. In the opinion of Gauridushi, A structure is a pattern 
and a particular arrangement of words which is needed to indicate the grammatical 
meanings. It may be a word, a phrase or even an entire sentence. 
 
2.4 Oral Approach / Situational Language Teaching Method  
The oral methodology is an approach in which learners are supposed to utilize 
whatever they get to hear from their neighbouring. They also take assistance from 
the context to comprehend and use language. The objective is to enhance the skills in 
the personage so that they can commune and function separately. This approach 
helps in the development of reading and writing skills (Richards and Rodgers, 
2001).The oral approach was developed from 1930s to the 1960s by British applied 
linguistics such as Harold Palmer and A.S. Hornsby. The key divergence between oral 
method and the direct approach was that the methodologies which were developed 
under this approach had conjectural principles about the selection, grading and 
management of the content and stuff. This process of doing the sequencing of the 
content would lead to enhanced learning with an excellent acquaintance of 
vocabulary and grammatical patterns. 
 
2.5 Audio-lingual Method 
Audio-lingual approach is popularly known as ‘Army Method’ because after the 
outburst of Second World War, because the troops decided to be dexterous in the 
languages of their enemy armies. Hence an innovative methodology for learning 
foreign languages was revealed which is known as audio-lingual methodology. This 
approach is based on a behavioural psychology as well as linguistic theory. This 
method was extensively used during the period of 1950s to 1960s and the emphasis 
was not on the comprehending of the words rather on acquirement of structures and 
patterns in common day to day dialogues. 
 
2.6 Total Physical Response Method  
Total Physical Response was projected by James J. Asher, Professor of psychology at 
San Jose State University in late 1960’s to assist in learning second languages. In 
Total Physical Response method, the educator bestows the student’s directions and 
the students follow the instructions by utilizing whole body responses. According to 
him, “TPR is based on the premise that the human brain has a biological program for 
acquiring any natural language on earth including the sign language of the deaf”. In 
this method, the educator repeats the procedures in the class. Students respond to 
the commands given by their language teacher which require physical movement. 
TPR is considered to be as most useful method for beginners. It is also used for 
educating students having learning disabilities particularly dyslexia. 
 
2.7 The Silent Way Method  
Silent way method was propounded by Caleb Gattegno, which is considered to be as 
most effective method of teaching English Language. This method is based on the 
concept that the educators should stay quite in the classroom to the extent that is 
possible but the teacher must persuade the students to communicate in English and 
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use the language appropriately. The most imperative feature of this scheme is its 
elements that are utilized for teaching English language i.e. coloured rods and 
coloured charts. This approach majorly focuses on the learners to determine on their 
own rather than they retain information or memorize something. The students are 
assisted in learning by giving them some tasks and problems to solve which includes 
the stuff that is required to be learnt. 
 
2.8 Communicative Language Teaching Method – 
Communicative language teaching method was first came in to existence during 
1960’s which was an epoch of transformation in conventional teaching 
methodologies of British language. Prior to communicative language teaching 
method, situational language teaching approach was in exercise in Britain for 
teaching languages, particularly English. Communicative language teaching method 
was essentially developed in the antagonism of audio-lingual method which focuses 
more on memorization and drilling. This method of language teaching deals with 
developing the capability of communication in learners in real life situations. The 
method focuses more on connotation rather than precision. 
 
2.9 Natural Approach  
In the year 1977, natural approach of teaching English language was proposed by 
Tracey Terrel. This method was influenced by Stephen Krashen’s theory of language 
acquisition. The natural approach focuses on communication as the major function 
of language. In this method, language is considered as the medium or means of 
transmission of message and information. The natural approach was essentially 
based on the observation and understanding of the acquisition of the first and the 
second language in casual settings. 
 
2.10Task-based Language Teaching Method – 
Task- based language method is an efficient English language teaching approach that 
is based on the postulation that assigning tasks are the most important unit of 
learning a language. This method is based on the problem-solving outlook that the 
language learners should be given certain set of tasks to be solved. These tasks are 
related to the linguistic structures and grammatical framework that are needed to be 
learnt. The learners interrelate and converse with each other during solving these 
problems. In this way, they learn the language effectively and efficiently. 
 
2.11 Suggestopedia  
Suggestopedia is based on memorization of language “chunks.” For example, 
students read dialogues and texts aloud, usually to the rhythm of some type of music. 
The music is generally classical music, or some other genre suitable to target 
structure. This is known as “concert reading.”The use of concert reading fosters 
a comfortable learning environment, particularly for those students who feel shy 
and apprehensive. The Suggestopedia method is suitable for all levels and allows for 
lots of creativity and fun. Even advanced students can get a kick out of “singing” 
through their dialogues.  
 
2.12 Content and Language Integrated Learning Approach (CLIL)  
CLIL has been widely discussed in recent years, and for good reason. This method 
focuses on content more than language itself. In fact, language is seen as an enabler 
that allows students to use target structures within a given context. This type of 
methodology is perfect for schools where teachers teach subjects in English, while 
the rest of the curriculum is taught in another language. As such, science, social 
studies and math can all be taught in this way. The language needed to comprehend 
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the materials is integrated into the content in such a way where teachers don’t cover 
grammar and vocabulary extensively. One clear advantage of this method is that it 
allows lessons to be tailored to suit students’ interests and preferences. CLIL is 
perfect for teaching language in a meaningful way so that students can see the real-
life application of language, even as a means for cultural expression. 
 
2.13 Project-based Approach  
Much like the task-based approach, the project based approach is meant to address 
students’ real needs by adapting language to the skills and competencies they truly 
need personally and/or professionally. The application of this approach begins by 
determining the one, global objective that the individual or group of students have. 
For example, if you’re teaching a business English class, you should look 
at why students are in the class to begin with and plan accordingly. One time when 
working for a corporate client, I taught a room full of accountants who were all vying 
for promotions up for grabs in their company. Naturally, I taught them differently 
than I would students interested in learning casual English conversations because of 
the nature of their jobs.  
 
2.14 Lexical Syllabus Approach  
While the previous two approaches focus heavily on the skills and competencies that 
students need to develop, this approach focuses on what language students actually 
need to produce. In particular, the actual words that students need to understand in 
order to conduct specific tasks. 

This approach is based upon the core language that students need to know 
given their needs. Again, professional students need very specific vocabulary 
pertaining to their field. For instance, “profit” is an essential term for business 
students, much the same way “scalpel” is to medical students. Since this approach 
focuses on content, tasks and homework assignments should focus on students’ true 
needs. Therefore, assessment should be based upon what students actually achieved. 
This approach requires teachers to understand what students really need right 
away, focus on that, and then expand students’ horizons as their communication 
skills develop. 
 
2.15 Grammar Paraphrasing Method  
Grammar paraphrasing method of English teaching is an archetypal one which was 
first ever used in the 16th century. This approach was improvised for teaching the 
Latin language, which was not commonly learned and spoken by people. The method 
of teaching English focused on translating the texts in Latin to the native language 
and then gaining it, in line with the grammatical rules and vocabulary of Latin. The 
rote learning method is the most used method to learn vocabulary. Later on, this 
method was used to learn other languages that were considered a second language. 
Thus, it applies to English as well. This approach lacks in the fact that it is not a very 
good way of teaching to communicate appropriately in English. Though this old-
fashioned method has received a lot of criticism in modern times, many institutions 
still use it, especially by those who want to study English scientifically.  
 
3 UTILIZATION OF SMART PHONES IN THE CLASSROOM  
Smart phones provide many useful tools for students such as dictionary, translator 
and grammar reference apps. Much like computers, students need to understand 
that their phones aren’t for play or personal use, but to be used as learning tools. A 
great dictionary/translator/grammar reference tool is WordReference.com mobile 
app, available on Apple’s App Store and the Google Play Store.. Aside from 
translations, Word Reference has a thesaurus, English dictionary and a forum where 
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other users can comment on difficult words or expressions. A good example of how 
smart phones enhance classroom learning is the scavenger hunt exercise. Here, 
students must go through websites to find the information they need to fill out a 
worksheet. Students can also use their devices to access free, online exercises that 
reinforce language and/or skills seen in class.  
 
3.1 Operative Tips for English Language Teaching in Newfangled Classrooms  
Teaching English Language to the young learners or novices is always a herculean 
task. Especially English as a second language is taught to the clusters who are either 
monolingual or may be multi-lingual but not native speakers. We need to be more 
careful and need to keep in mind a few things when teaching English to beginners.  

1. Keep the instructions unambiguous and uncomplicated – Always 
remember while giving instructions to the new batch of students, that it 
should be simple and broken down into short sentences, it need not be too 
formal or courteous. If anyone wishes to sound courteous, then words such as 
‘Please’ and ‘Thank You’ will do, because the learners in the early stage will 
know only a few words of English and too formal language will be 
overwhelming.  

2. Encourage the novices to listen and then speak – You should motivate the 
students to listen to the pronunciations, pay attention to the grammar, and 
develop a vocabulary before they start speaking English. However, you will 
find many of the learners try to begin speaking in the language as soon as the 
classes commence. But there will be few who would wait. You should smartly 
plan your lessons so that the beginners are equipped with sufficient English 
knowledge and can communicate soon.  

3. Drilling and repetition – The students need a lot of repetition and drilling to 
learn sentences carefully. It may seem monotonous but is an efficient method 
of teaching. Say the sentence, break it down, go back and forth and repeat it till 
the new learner understands it and learns it.  

4. Avoid met language – Do not use terminologies as the new learners do not 
know how to use them while communicating. E.g., irregular verbs, the learners 
are not sure about these or their usage. So it is better to use visual cues for 
better comprehension. Try to find out how much they have understood by 
asking relevant questions or asking them to explain again.  

5. Take into account that the students are fluent in their language – Do not 
forget that your students, while speaking broken English, will try to think in 
their language and translate it into English while speaking. Point this out to 
them, try to teach them to maintain a flow and rhythm, and deal patiently.  

 
4 CONCLUSION  
Across the world, information technology is dramatically varying the way students; 
faculties and staff learn and work. It undoubtedly brings myriad changes and up-
gradations in way of teaching particularly English Language teaching. As the demand 
for technology continues to ascend, colleges and universities are moving all sorts of 
student services, from laundry monitoring to snack delivery online. Technology is 
also changing the classroom experience. In addition, laptops, tablet PCs, compact 
computer that allow you to write notes directly onto the screen with a special pen, 
reinstate the antiquated projector. The tablet technology allows professors to make 
notes on charts and spreadsheets and send them directly to their student’s PCs.  

The traditional method lays more emphasis on a teacher himself and is 
teacher centered. Repetitive practice, mechanical drills and memorization are the 
hallmarks of the traditional methods. Role of the teacher is to pertain to the long 
cherished traditional notion that pedagogic principles depend on how articulately a 
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teacher teaches. It is imperative to understand the current trends and evaluative 
methods of the English language Teaching. The researchers believe that the core 
objective of teaching is passing on the information or knowledge to the minds of the 
students. Any method using computers or modifying the existing conventional chalk-
talk method are innovative if they ultimately serve the attainment of core objective 
of teaching. 

Teachers are the custodians and guiding light of a cultured society. For ages, 
teachers have used diverse methodologies, approaches, and styles to suit the 
student’s requirements. Teaching English as a foreign language is a tackle as we can 
see that for non-native speakers, various methods need to be devised. In India, 
English Language teaching is an exhilarating chore, as we are multi-lingual and have 
an assorted socio-economic milieu. Still, general thinking identifies the English 
language as a symbol of being educated and highly qualified. So teachers of this 
century put together all the methodologies to find the best one for our nation.  
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Abstract- Literature describes the world and its people. It is rarely used to develop 
cultural and linguistic understanding in EFL or ESL contexts. Folktales and short 
stories can be used in oral and written expression lessons to assist students in 
understanding different worldviews, behaviours, and social conventions. Cultural 
materials utilised in EFL classes include target culture materials, learners' own 
culture materials, and foreign target culture materials. These materials can improve 
cultural awareness and boost the four linguistic skills if chosen and used effectively 
in the classroom. The world and native cultures can be depicted via folktales and 
short fiction. This paper aims to help EFL teachers use cultural information in 
folktales and short stories to help students enhance their speaking, reading, listening 
and writing skills. This is done by incorporating world culture and native culture 
resources into the teaching of these linguistic abilities.  
Keywords: Culture, Folk Tales, Story Telling, Literature, Linguistic Process and 
Comprehension. 
 
1 INTRODUCTION 
Books are important expressions of worldviews and re-creations of people's world 
experiences. Traditionally, students have benefited the most from literature in 
language teaching. Language teachers have traditionally used literature to acquaint 
students with foreign cultures, linguistic systems, and the arts in general. However, 
studies on second language learning show that a literary book can be an effective 
instructional tool for students. Thus, literature can be used to strengthen all four 
language skills as well as literary competency. Texts can also assist pupils to develop 
critical thinking. 
 
1.1. Methods for Teaching a Foreign Language through Literary Works 
Students can observe examples of language structures in action and use literature as 
a resource for language skill education and practise. When taught holistically, texts 
like these can help students recognise significant themes, details, and the author's 
point of view. A literary text is classified as a genre based on the qualities that give it 
a particular shape and language style, such as narrative, poetry, or drama. Students 
become critical language learners by becoming proficient in both language skills and 
content. An understanding of the major point or underlying topic of this work is 
expected of the student. The emphasis is placed on social roles, as well as the 
development of foreign cultures' linguistics and intellectuals, to serve as referents 
for the topics covered in the class. Authentic material can improve pupils' desire to 
learn and expose them to the kinds of words that are used in everyday life. 
 
2 THE BENEFITS OF SHORT STORIES AND FOLK TALES 
There are four advantages of short stories and Folk Tales 

1. A single class can cover all of the material needed to write a short story, 
which saves time. 

2. Second, students can work on them at their own pace on their own time. 
3. Short stories and folk tales can appeal to a wide range of learner types 

because of the large range of topics they cover. 
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4. Short stories and folk tales are appropriate for students of all ages. The use 
of short stories should motivate students to draw on their prior knowledge 
and keep the learning process focused on the individual learner. 
 

2.1. Material Selection 
There is no doubt that teachers must choose the materials to be used in class and 
offer varied tasks to improve the four linguistic talents. Teachers must exercise 
caution while making their selections. Teachers can choose from a variety of 
storybooks: traditional stories and fairy tales, picture stories with no text, where 
learners build up the story together, rhyming stories, cumulative stories with 
predictable endings, humorous stories, infectious rhythms, everyday stories, fantasy 
and animal stories, etc. 

A sense of satisfaction and self-confidence will come to students who can 
read, understand, and finish the story. Students' requirements and language skills 
must be considered, as well as the text's linguistic level and prior information 
needed to fully understand the issue. Text length should not be the only 
consideration for educators. There must be a matching vocabulary and sentence 
structure in the text. Some short stories contain outdated vocabulary and a lot of 
slang, and students may have a hard time following along. 

Short stories benefit a wide range of students. These pieces have the 
potential to enhance language and cultural education. Discussion, writing and acting 
out dialogue, character changes, coming up with potential endings, listening to the 
story online, and discovering key phrases and replacing them with synonyms are 
just a few of the activities that students can participate in throughout class. 

 
2.2. The Role of Culture and Folk Tales 
The ability to communicate in a variety of languages is critical in today's global 
community. The goal of language education is to help people communicate with one 
another via the use of various languages. The two are inextricably linked. When it 
comes to fostering cross-cultural understanding, language is the primary means by 
which this is accomplished. The concept of culture is quite broad. Depending on 
whether it is oral or written, popular culture or daily life, culture can be classified in 
numerous ways. According to this theory, culture refers to the artistic, literary, and 
historical productions that allow a social community to reflect on itself and others. 
Social science contributions, such as shared attitudes, beliefs, and methods of 
thinking, being, and remembering, are used as a second way to explain culture.  

Culture can be summed up as the traditions, values, laws, technology, 
artefacts, and aesthetics of a group of people. Teaching English as a second language 
should emphasise how native speakers communicate in real-world situations rather 
than how textbooks teach the language. Recognizing the culture of the native 
speaker aids in the use of linguistically and pragmatically appropriate vocabulary. If 
you want to learn about a new culture, you'll need the ability to negotiate meaning, 
grasp communicative processes, and understand cultural texts that include unique 
linguistic codes. Understanding the culture of the English-speaking world improves 
one's ability to communicate in the language. Non-native speakers are exposed to 
unfamiliar languages through cultural material. Culture helps students see the 
importance of speaking the target language. Folk tales reflect the culture of a 
country. 
 
2.3. Implementing Folktales in the Classroom and its Benefits 
The deeper meaning of a folktale is difficult to grasp for the majority of today's 
children, therefore study it properly before attempting to comprehend it. 



 
 

PRAGMATIC APPROACHES IN THE DOMAIN OF TEACHING ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE FROM PRIMARY TO HIGHER EDUCATION 

Page | 66  
 
 
 

 

 Folklore teaches people about their cultural heritage and how it affects their 
daily thoughts, habits, and attitudes (Ragan, 2009; Mantra, 2017). By 
studying folktales, students gain a better understanding of moral concepts, 
personalities, and offensive language. By focusing on a specific event or 
series of events in the story, folktales help students enhance their reading 
comprehension, fluency, vocabulary, and focus. 

 Folktales can help children acquire good decision-making skills (Mantra, 
2017). To resolve a dispute that involves multiple parties through different 
decision-making procedures is common among folktale characters. To 
illustrate the necessity of competent judgement in tough situations, folktales 
might be used. When students are encouraged to study folktales, they learn 
that it is important to make sound judgements even in the face of difficulties. 

 Folktales teach children the importance of making sound decisions in their 
daily lives so that they can succeed in their endeavours in life when they 
finish their education (Lwin, 2009; Mantra &Maba, 2018). 

 One needs four skills to speak effectively in the English language (Mantra & 
Kumara, 2018). Reading can help students expand their knowledge in a 
variety of ways. Children can also acquire new vocabulary, improve their 
grammatical and language skills, and learn about the basic structure of a 
piece of work as a bonus. Reading is a complex activity that needs both 
sensory and mental work. Folktales can be utilised to assist students in 
improving their reading abilities (Mantra &Maba, 2018; Westland, 1993). 

 Folktales are increasingly being used in language classes to help pupils learn 
the language (Mantra, & Kumara, 2018). Folktales benefit students by 
broadening their linguistic and cultural expertise. As English becomes the 
global language, all language teachers have a vested interest in teaching it 
effectively. In Indonesia, English is the principal subject taught in all formal 
schools. These occurrences are occurring as a result of the extensive usage 
of English as a global communication language by the global community. As 
a result, many people are serious about learning English in order to have a 
brighter future in the global community (Ragan, 2009). 

 Reading folktales in the classroom provides students with unique 
educational, intellectual, cultural, and linguistic benefits (Ragan, 2009). 
Folktales are considered a literary style that can be used in the classroom to 
develop language skills, motivate students, and increase cultural awareness 
and tolerance (Mantra & Kumara, 2018). Folktales can be used to encourage 
children to read and practise English by creating a desire to do so. They will 
be able to increase their vocabulary and grammar skills as a result of this. 
Fairy tales can help children develop a positive attitude toward the English 
language and a desire to read, as well as help them enhance their reading 
comprehension (Mantra & Kumara, 2018). 

 Folktales can be used to persuade students to participate in reading 
activities and leave them with lasting memories. By teaching students how 
to predict, infer, and draw conclusions about the actions and behaviours of 
characters in folktales, this supports them in learning how to do so (Mantra 
& Kumara, 2018). If they have this skill, their reading abilities may be 
strengthened to a larger extent. Folktales have the advantage of being 
simple to understand and short enough for students to discuss and analyse 
in a single class period. 

 Folktales have been demonstrated to boost students' linguistic awareness, 
motivation, self-reflection, and cultural understanding in studies on their 
usage in language lessons. 
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2.4. English as a foreign language in the classroom and folk tales 
According to the researchers' results and personal experience in the field of English 
language instruction, there aren't enough language teachers using folktales in their 
courses. Because of the language and cultural richness that folktales might convey, 
some teachers refuse to utilise them to teach reading.  Children had difficulty 
understanding what they were reading, 

The readability, grammatical structure, diction, connotative meaning, and 
cultural values of the text are all important. Language teachers are strongly 
encouraged to use folktales as a valuable authentic resource for learning material in 
order to teach both language and culture at the same time. Folktale-based language 
acquisition can be a huge obstacle for kids, but it can also be a huge motivation. 
Increasing cultural awareness while also teaching students about other individuals 
with various characteristics, beliefs, attitudes, and behaviours are all benefits of this 
course. People may coexist peacefully if they have a thorough understanding of the 
cultures that have been handed down through the years. 

In a community of language learners, children learn and develop their 
mother tongue by interacting with and manipulating language in a meaningful way, 
not by doing isolated pencil-and-paper activities or drilling structures out of context. 
For many students, traditional reading skill time is tough, if not painful, according to 
several school administrators and teachers (Andersen, 2005). For many of these 
pupils, English is the first language they have ever encountered outside of the 
classroom. Creating meaningful situations and negotiating their meanings require 
their peers and teachers to work together. 

Nursery rhymes and children's books provide a natural and enjoyable 
medium for language acquisition in addition to the children's own, immediate 
environment (such as their families, friends, and the neighbourhood). Patterns 
reinforce language and structures, and themes are important for young learners. 
They are also very generative. These patterns comprise predictable, recurring 
patterns. Young children learning a second language must develop their spoken 
language before they may be expected to function in writing in the same way as 
children learning their first language do. However, in many classrooms, young 
students copy unfamiliar words and phrases and then "read" them aloud to the 
teacher in chorus. Selecting books for children that are both amusing and meaningful 
allows them to improve their receptive language while also naturally inviting them 
to repeat the predictable words and phrases that they progressively take ownership 
of and add to their productive language. 

While children's literature often has a simpler plot, a shallower 
psychological analysis, and more straightforward pleasures and pains than adult 
writing, and it will almost always have a happy ending, children's literature gives us 
a creative country that is as "mature" as an adult's in terms of creating new worlds, 
exploring different points of view, and investigating language and metaphysics in 
subtle ways (Russel, 2005, 38). 
 
3 IMPLEMENTING STORY TELLING IN THE ENGLISH CLASSROOM 
In a language class, there are several solid reasons to use literature, including 
literature's capacity to foster emotional intelligence and compassionate 
communication. A wide range of registers and a rich use of language can be found in 
high-quality literature. 

Language use at its best can be found in books, which are considered the 
pinnacle of literary achievement. Anyone who is interested in learning a language on 
a deeper level than just the basics should read literary works in that language" 
(Bassnett and Grundy, 1993, 7). 
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Stories, in fact, date back to the dawn of written communication. People's 
values, concerns, hopes, and dreams are expressed through folklore. A literary and 
cultural heritage is expressed through oral stories, and it is valued, understood, and 
preserved as a result. Storytelling gives listeners a glimpse into the motivations and 
patterns of human behaviour as they acquire insight into the past and present. 

We have been passing down such stories since the dawn of civilization, and 
they have always been a vital component of our humanity. Some tales were 
recounted only for the purpose of amusing the listeners. Others served as a vehicle 
for disseminating information about a group's history, as well as for teaching lessons 
and passing along beliefs and ideals. Others attempted to explain natural events, 
such as the changing of the seasons and the cycle of night and day, by drawing on 
people's religious beliefs and the gods they worshipped. While reciting some stories, 
music was used to enhance the experience. Each storyteller's memory, talent, or 
purpose determined how these tales would evolve throughout time (Anderson, 
2005, 81). 
 
3.1. The benefits of storytelling 
A story can help build a positive attitude towards learning a foreign language and 
using that language. Stories are both motivational and entertaining. They might 
arouse interest in learning more. 
- Stories stimulate the mind by engaging the senses. When students empathise with 
the characters and try to decipher the narrative and illustrations, they might get 
emotionally invested in a story. To further enhance their own creative abilities, they 
benefit from this imaginative experience. 
- Listening to stories in class is a social activity that everyone may enjoy doing 
together. Stories, in contrast to other forms of writing, such as reading and writing 
assignments, tend to be done in groups. This creates an atmosphere of shared 
enjoyment and excitement while also helping children grow their self-esteem and 
foster social and emotional development. 
- Storytelling is something learners of all age groups like doing again and over again. 
With so much repetition, some language skills can be honed while others are drilled 
into our heads over and over again. In many stories, fundamental words and 
structural elements are repeated without being forced. This aids in the retention of 
details by the children, allowing them to develop a sense of anticipation about what 
will happen next in the story. Additionally, repetition invites audience members to 
take part in the narrative. Language learning requires the ability to follow and 
predict meaning. 

Teaching new vocabulary and sentence structures to students through story 
listening exposes them to a variety of language usage. A syllabus focuses on content 
selection and grading. If one uses a course book, the writers have chosen the 
language and the things you will teach and the order in which you will present them. 
They may have chosen based on guidelines set by a Ministry of Education. In 
addition to linguistic structures and skills, a syllabus may include vocabulary. It may 
also include the activities and tasks your students will perform. When selecting and 
assessing content, educators take into account the learners' age, conceptual level, 
needs, and interests, as well as their language proficiency and prior language 
learning. It gives a child a sense of accomplishment after working with a "real" book. 
The illustrations are also of good quality, appealing to young learners and improving 
general comprehension. 

With folk tales, you can learn by example, see things in a new light and be 
inspired. They provide a welcome distraction from the monotony of daily life while 
also stimulating the brain. Teachers and kids alike benefit greatly from them. No 
grades, failures, textbooks, notepads, dictionaries, or expensive audiovisual 
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equipment are used in the telling of stories. The listener and the teller are the only 
two people involved. Even though folk storytelling takes time and practise to master, 
both the novice and the professional storyteller can find success. Eventually, a 
storyteller will compile a personal library of tales for various functions and events. 
Everyone who tells a tale has the potential to be a teacher. 
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Abstract: Electronic Media is a platform through which any message is 
communicated in a meaningful and interesting way. Lately because of the 

advent and revolutionary development in ICT the information and 

knowledge is being transferred in novel ways like never before. Teaching 

and training also has dynamically evolved under the impact of ICT. 

Communicative competence means the potential to make use of language 
effectively and aptly in professional and social perspective for favorable 

situation. The permutation of all these improve listening, observing, 

grasping and writing competencies of a learner. An investigation  has  

been  conducted  among  the  students of UIT to  analyze  the  

communicative  competence  through  electronic media such  as  e-

newspapers, internet, T.V, Radio etc. 50 respondents, all students, have 
been  chosen  for  analysis.  A  questionnaire  is  used  as  a  tool  for  the  

purpose  of  analysing communicative  competence  of the  randomly 

selected students of engineering pursuing courses. This paper focuses on 

the importance and role of electronic media in developing the 

communication skills among these students.  
Keywords: Electronic Media, language, communication skills, 

communicative competence, e-newspaper, radio, television, internet, OTT 
 

1 INTRODUCTION 

Electronic media has come a long way over the last twenty years. From 

humble beginnings, it’s now something that plays a significant role in 
most of our lives. Given how prevalent it is, it was decided to look at some 

Electronic media FAQs and their answers.  

 

2 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

The main objectives of the paper are –  
(i) To analyze the impact of Electronic Media as a means of 

communication tool 

(ii) To assess the usefulness of Electronic Media as a tool, of 

communication  

(iii) To assess the potential of social media as a tool for 

technology enabled connections 
 

3 METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY 

The study is basically a qualitative and quantitative analysis of the role 

and importance of Electronic Media as a tool for gaining effectiveness in 

communication. In order to empirically examine the effectiveness of 
Electronic Media, survey method was used for investigation, as this was 

found to be the most appropriate method to carry out a survey in order to 

find out the growing importance and the use of Electronic Media as a tool 

for improving communication. Observation method was also used for the 

present study.  
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1. The Area: The area that has been selected for the present study is 

Bhopal city which is fast becoming an educational hub in the central part 

of India. A sample survey was carried out among the students of the 
University Institute of Technology, Barkatullah University, and Bhopal. A 

total of randomly selected 100 samples have been taken into 

consideration and whereby only 59 students responded to all questions. 

 

2. Sources of Data: Data have been collected from both primary and 

secondary sources. Primary sources include survey work done among the 
students of UIT. Document analysis of the secondary sources includes 

internet , magazines, books and journals has been carried out to study 

the impact and the use of Electronic media in the educational context 

and its potential for future growth.  

 
4 REVIEW OF PAST LITERATURE  

Electronic media is quite a broad term, covering quite a few different 
topics. However, a simple explanation is that Electronic media platforms 

are web-based tools that allow users to connect, interact, and create, 

share and consume content. Through apps on smart phones, laptops, 
tablets, and PCs, Electronic media enables us to build online 

relationships and exchange multimedia content. Taking it purely as a 
medium that exists online, then this number is more like 24 years. After 

all, the internet itself is only just about 30 years old. Again, this isn’t an 
easy one to answer. Some suggest that the Usenet, a precursor to internet 

forums, that kicked off social media in 1979. Others argue that the first 
true Electronic media site as understood today was Six Degrees. This 

1997 website allowed users to create a profile, make friends, and share 
messages. For current platforms, LinkedIn and Facebook, two of the 

oldest sites still around, launched in 2002 and 2004, respectively. This is 

one of the most popular social media FAQs, and for good reason. 
According to figures from Statista, nearly 50% of the world’s population 

uses Electronic media. Data from 2020 shows that 3.81 billion people use 

some form of Electronic media network. When we consider that there are 
just over 4.5 billion internet users, this is a staggeringly large 

proportion. There are so many metrics that could be used, particularly 

given the ways different countries approach Electronic media. However, 

based on the number of users worldwide, Facebook, YouTube, 

and WhatsApp make up the top three sites.  

Electronic media has gone beyond just connecting with contacts. 
It’s now swelling industry in itself, used for all kinds of intention -  

teaching, learning, digital marketing, business and social networking, 

recruitment sites,  healthcare, creative content … to name a few use of 

Electronic media.  Little is known about the influence of electronic media 

use on the academic and social lives of university students. Using time-
diary and survey data, we explore the use of various types of electronic 

media among engineering students. Time-diary results suggest that the 

majority of students use electronic media to multitask. Data results 

indicate a positive relationship between the use of various types of 

electronic media and development of communication skills that the 

students feel. In addition, we find a positive association between social-
networking-site use, cellular-phone communication but also the priority 

of face-to-face social interaction.  
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5 QUESTIONNAIRE 

1. Are you a user of Electronic Media – ?     

 

          

1.  Smart 
phone 

              

2.  Intern

et 

              

3.  Social 
Media 

             

4.  Virtua

l 

Platfo

rm 

          

5.  OTT           

Tot

al 

 09 05 03 12 04 20 04 03 

 
2. It is a delight to communicate via electronic media?   

 

Agree   20 

Neutral    14 

Strongly agree  10 

Disagree  08 
Strongly disagree 07 

 

3. Electronic media user graduates perform soft skills and 

competitiveness at work place better than non media users. 

 

    Agree    19  
Neutral   16  

Strongly disagree 14  

Disagree  05  

Strongly agree  05 

   
4. Students can learn communication skills, without making 

physical access to the Center via electronic media 

  

Agree    20  

Strongly disagree 12  

Disagree  12  
Neutral   09  

Strongly agree  06  

  

5. Pedagogical implications of social competence develop the 

learners communication skills? 
  

Agree   21 

Maybe   17 

No   14  

Strongly Agree  07  
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6. Electronic Mass media and face-to-face communication have 

different impacts? 

  
Strongly Agree   32  

Agree   19 

Neutral   06  

Disagree  02  

  

7. Many people are affected by not having effective 
communication skills 

 

Agree   39  

Neutral   09  

Strongly Disagree 06  
Disagree  05  

   

8. Electronic Media based teaching helps to improve reading 

skills? 

  

Agree   18  
Neutral   15  

Disagree  13 

Strongly disagree 09  

Strongly agree  04  

 
9. Electronic Media based teaching helps to improve listening 

skills? 

  

Agree   22  

Neutral   12  

Strongly disagree 10  
Disagree  08  

Strongly agree  07  

 

10. Electronic Media based teaching helps to improve speaking 

skills? 
  

Agree   19  

Neutral   12  

Strongly disagree 11 

Disagree  11  

Strongly agree  06 
   

11. Electronic Media based teaching helps to improve empathy 

skills? 

  

Neutral   20  
Strongly disagree 12  

Agree   12 

Disagree  10  

Strongly agree  05 
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12. Electronic Media based teaching helps to improve social 

skills? 

  
Agree   18  

Strongly disagree 15  

Neutral   09  

Strongly agree  09  

Disagree  08  

 
13. Electronic Media based teaching helps to improve Time 

Management skills? 

  

Agree   21  

Neutral   14  
Strongly disagree 11  

Strongly agree  07  

Disagree  06  

  

 

14. Electronic Media based teaching helps to improve 
presentation skills? 

  

Agree   18  

Neutral   13  

Strongly disagree 10  
Strongly agree   10  

Disagree  08  

   

15. Electronic Media based teaching helps to improve emotional 

intelligence skills? 

  
Disagree  15 

Neutral   14  

Strongly disagree 12 

Agree   10  

Strongly agree  08  
 

16. Electronic Media based teaching helps to improve attention 

to details skills? 

  

Disagree  17  

Neutral   13  
Strongly disagree 11  

Agree   09 

Strongly agree  09  

  

17. Electronic Media based teaching helps to improve problem 
solving skills? 

  

Neutral   19  

Agree   13  

Strongly disagree 10  

Disagree  09  



 
 

PRAGMATIC APPROACHES IN THE DOMAIN OF TEACHING ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE FROM PRIMARY TO HIGHER EDUCATION 

Page | 75  
 
 
 

 

Strongly agree  08  

  

18. Electronic Media based teaching helps to improve Team 
Building skills? 

 

     Disagree  19  

Neutral   12  

Agree   12  

Strongly disagree 11 
Strongly agree  05  

  

19. Electronic Media based teaching helps to improve Strategic 

Response skills? 

  
Neutral   20  

Agree   16  

Strongly disagree 10 

Strongly agree  07  

Disagree  06  

  
  

20. Electronic Media based teaching helps to improve vocabulary 

skills? 

  

Agree   22  
Neutral   14  

Strongly disagree 10  

Strongly agree  08  

Disagree  05  

  

21. Electronic Media based teaching helps to improve grammar 
skills? 

  

Neutral   16  

Agree   16  

Disagree  10  
Strongly agree  09 

Strongly disagree 08  

 

22. Electronic Media based teaching helps to improve emotional 

intelligence skills? 

  
Neutral   19  

Disagree  14  

Strongly disagree 11 

Strongly agree  08  

Agree   07  
  

  

23. Students can learn basics about the value of non-verbal 

communication through electronic media? 

  

Agree   19 
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Neutral   15  

Strongly Agree  12 

Strongly Disagree 07  
Disagree  06  

  

24. Students can learn self valued and self paced communication 

through electronic media? 

  

Agree   20  
Neutral   12  

Strongly agree  11  

Strongly disagree 10  

Disagree  06 
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